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PREFACE 


Karl Hanssen was a man of exceptional ability and drive so it is not 
surprising that he left a photo album which is perhaps the best single¬ 
volume compilation of images from tum-of-the-century Samoa that has 
come into public view and ownership. Certainly, it has no match for 
historically significant, but previously unseen, images ‘in bulk’ that 
have found their way into public hands in the last 40 or so years. 

Mr Hanssen spent 20 years in the South Pacific, mainly Samoa, be¬ 
tween 1894 and 1915, having arrived in Apia as a young man in the 
employ of the storied ‘German Firm,’ the DH & PG - or, to give it its 
full, long-winded title, the Deutsche Handels-und Plantagen- 
Gesellschaft der Siidsee-Inseln zu Hamburg. The company maintained 
Samoa’s largest plantations and ran a diversified trading and financial 
services operation that dwarfed all its competitors and was a key factor 
in the prosperity of Samoa and Tonga from the late 1800’s to the out¬ 
break of the First World War in 1914. Karl Hanssen succeeded to Gen¬ 
eral Manager of the DH & PG in 1906 and led it through exceptional 
years of growth until it was confiscated by New Zealand’s wartime 
occupiers in October 1915 and Hanssen sent to internment in New Zea¬ 
land. 

A Chance Encounter 

There was no knowledge abroad that Mr Hanssen had exercised his 
great industry and love for the South Seas - ‘der Sudsee Inseln’ - to 
compile, late in life, a memoir of 491 photographs, 374 of them dealing 
with Samoa and 117 with Tonga. This privately-held treasure trove 
came to my amazed attention in mid-2016 when a chance encounter on 
the internet brought me into friendly contact with Mr Hanssen’s grand¬ 
daughter, Mrs Gesa Akkerman-Ohle, of the Netherlands. Gesa lodged 
an online comment on one of the images that I had put on display for 
the Museum of Samoa in the digital exhibition, ‘To Walk Under Palm 


Trees,’ the website devoted to the German colonial period. Gesa’s com¬ 
ment related to a photograph of her grandmother, Klara Hanssen, and 
birthday guests taken at her home in the DH & PG residential building 
in Apia, later known as the Casino Hotel, on 14 June 1912 (it was the 
second birthday of daughter, Ida Songi). I followed up Gesa’s comment 
with an email to her, and, as one thing led to another, was informed of 
the album’s existence and the extraordinary breadth of its contents. 

Karl Hanssen had apparently spent many hours assembling the album 
of 114 pages in the later years of his life prior to his passing in Ham¬ 
burg in 1942. Gesa had inherit¬ 
ed it from her mother, Charlotte 
Ohle (nee Hanssen), who was 
bom in Apia in 1909. The al¬ 
bum, and many other additional 
photographs from the family’s 
Samoa collection, had travelled 
with Gesa in her full life on the 
Continent through homes in 
Germany, Belgium, France and 
Holland, but despite the collec¬ 
tion’s European wayfaring had 
always been carefully preserved 
and cared for. 

Gesa provided a long-distance 
glimpse into the album’s pages 
and my anticipation turned to 
delight when I discovered that 
virtually all of the photographs were ‘new to market,’ previously un¬ 
seen. They included none of the well-known pictures that had been tak- 



Karl Hanssen at Narrowneck Intern¬ 
ment Camp, Auckland, in 1919. 
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The Karl Hanssen Album has been well preserved and has now been 
deposited in the Museum am Rothenbaum, Hamburg. 

(Both photos © MARKK, Paul Schimweg). 


en by Samoa’s professional photographers, John Davis, Alfred Tatter- 
sall and Thomas Andrew. The bulk of the images in the album 
appeared to have been taken by staff members of the DH & PG in the 
1909-1915 period. Mr Hanssen was not known to have used a camera. 

A few of the photos, perhaps 10-15 of them, I had seen before in the 
collections of other German Samoan families, people associated with 
the German Firm or the German Administration. This confirmed my 
hunch that an active photo-sharing network had operated in Samoa 
among the German settler community. The Hanssens had clearly been 
keen collectors as the entire album contents were reportedly in their 
possession when they left Samoa in 1916, never to return. 

Gesa very generously consented for the album to be scanned for my 
use and for depositing in the digital archives of the Museum of Samoa 
and an equivalent institution in Tonga. In August 2016 my friend, his¬ 
torian Anja Pohl, and her daughter, Rebecca Neundorf, very kindly 
travelled to Holland from Germany at Gesa’s invitation and photo¬ 
graphed the album. In January 2017 a further high-resolution, profes¬ 
sional scan of the collection was commissioned by Gesa and shared. 

Karl Hanssen’s captioning also proved to be historically valuable. He 
had numbered all the photos and provided basic information identify¬ 
ing some of the people and places, as best he could remember them, 
in a separate addendum to the album. Though limited in scope - a few 
words for some images, a question mark for others - these notes were 
a fabulous asset which provided the key to identities of people in 
other old photos held by the Museum of Samoa. A stimulating, two- 
way exchange of information began with Gesa in which further light 
was thrown on many of the people and events shown in her grandfa¬ 
ther’s prolific collection. 

Photo Displays on Facebook 

The next step involved getting these exciting images out to the public. 
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With Gesa’s agreement and after further in-depth researeh I published a 
number of posts in 2017 and 2018 on the Museum of Samoa Facebook 
page (and on my own page) displaying around 100 images from the 
Karl Hanssen album with aecompanying eommentary. These attracted 
a wide audience and excited comment, and confirmed the album’s 
value and importance. Later in 2017 Gesa donated her grandfather’s 
album, the real thing, to the Museum fur Vdlkerkunde, in Hamburg 
(now renamed the Museum am Rothenbaum). Part of the reason for her 
choice is that the Hamburg museum already holds many photo collec¬ 
tions from the German colonial period in the Pacific, including the 
valuable album of her Uncle Adolf Ohle depicting his years in Samoa 
and Tonga for the DH & PG (1913-16), and in Motuihe Island / 
Narrowneck internment camps, in Auckland (1916-19). Adolf Ohle had 
reported to manager Karl Hanssen during his years in the South Seas, 
and his younger brother, Otto, later married Gesa’s mother, Charlotte 
Hanssen. 

An examination of the contents of the Hanssen album suggests that its 
creator had a ‘working brief or vision for it, a vision that foresaw its 
archival value as a snapshot of a company and a society spanning a 
specific period in time, shorn of personal or family photos. In other 
words, a social document suitable for a broader place in posterity. 

There are almost no photos of Karl or his family members in the 
album. He was a man of modesty and some privacy so this is not sur¬ 
prising. Personal photos were kept to one side and sit elsewhere in the 
family archives. Nor are there any images from his years in wartime 
internment on Motuihe Island and at Narrowneck. Mr Hanssen clearly 
wanted this collection to be a record of the golden years in the South 
Pacific unsullied by the trauma of war, hardship and loss. There is also 
the interesting feature that there are almost no photos that predate about 
1909, despite him having been in Samoa and Tonga from 1894. There 


7 



Facebook posts of about 100 images from the Hanssen Album attracted a 
wide audience and confirmed the collection’s value and importance. 

is a 15-year gap (though with a few personal photos from this missing 
period held elsewhere by the family). It may be that it took until the 
early 1900’s for the DH & PG to acquire a company camera, and for 
others in the settler community in Samoa to do the same. 

A Roll Film Camera Used 

The contents of the album are wonderfully wide. Photographs depict 
staff members of the DH & PG at work and play, and on travels to fara¬ 
way places on Upolu, Savai’i and Tonga. There are many images of 
DH & PG traders and their families, Samoans in villages, fales 
(Samoan houses), Tongans snapped in cultural performances, Melane¬ 
sian workers arriving in Apia for placement on company plantations, 
and a few of prominent Apia residents unconnected to the German 
firm. Scenic or townscape shots from Samoa and Tonga are included. 
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many of these of real historical interest and quite different from the 
landscape photography of the era’s commercial photographers whose 
body of work is fairly well known. There are many images of real pho¬ 
tographic accomplishment whose authors demonstrate that they had a 
very good eye for composition and the right moment. 

The pictures in the Hanssen album show every sign of having been 
shot on a roll fdm camera (or cameras) rather than on a glass plate 
camera. There are no tell-tale signs of glass cracks or chips showing on 
any of the nearly 500 positives on display. It seems likely that the DH 
& PG did its own photo developing. Mr Hanssen generally mounted 


A typical page from the album with the photos numbered. Captions were 
provided in an index at the back. 


between 4-6 photos per page, with most photos of around postcard 
size, though somewhat larger ones are also to be seen. There are none 
that could be described as Targe format,’ suitable for framing. Images 
show a range of portrait and landscape aspect ratios. 

The album has benefitted from Karl’s systematic mind. The photos are 
generally grouped into broad themes - for example, DH & PG build¬ 
ings and people at the Apia headquarters at Sogi, people at picnic, 
malagas (journeys) to parts of Upolu and Savai’i, groupings from 
Vava’u and Ha’apai in Tonga, etc. Though the captioning for the pho¬ 
tos rarely amounts to more than a few words per image they nonethe¬ 
less indicate that Hanssen had a good recollection of people and places. 
Some of his guesses (captions ending with a questionmark) have been 
confirmed by further research. No diminution in mental sharpness and 
memory is evident in the execution of this single-minded retirement 
project. Indeed, we should not expect any as Mr Hanssen barely ‘made 
old bones,’ dying at the age of 71. 

In mid-2018,1 decided to change the course of the second volume of 
my book series, ‘To Walk Under Palm Trees: The Germans in Samoa - 
Snapshots from Albums.’ A different book to this one had been in the 
works - a series of chapters drawing on different themes, families and 
photo collections, as in the first volume. Then I browsed the Hanssen 
album again. This careful review made me realise that the collection 
was too content-rich and too important to be cherry-picked for other 
thematic purposes. It needed a book on its own to do it justice. Such a 
work would not necessarily present every image, for there are too 
many and some are of lesser interest, but certainly a book was warrant¬ 
ed that featured the best photographs, ideally accompanied by informed 
script and thoroughly researched captions. Hence this current publica- 
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tion evolved. It is the result of extensive research, photo selection and 
photo editing. It displays approximately 250 images out of the 491 in 
the Karl Hanssen album. The format is not a chronological one follow¬ 
ing strictly Mr Hanssen’s layout - though it does reflect most of his 
groupings - but has been somewhat modified to better serve the inter¬ 
ests of the narrative form and tell stories. 

Digital Restoration 

A word on photo editing. My policy is to deposit in the Museum of 
Samoa digital archives the original scans fi'om all photos collected. 

This is necessary for reference purposes. Also deposited is a digitally 
restored version if appropriate. This work is ongoing. Though the bulk 
of the photos in the Hanssen album are in excellent condition, the inter¬ 
ests of enhanced legibility and reader appreciation determined that 
digital repair or restoration was a good idea for many of them. 
Consequently, I have edited a large proportion of the photos in this 
book. 

I have said before that my view on this subject may be different to 
those of other institutional archivists. They may feel that the presenta¬ 
tion of old photographs in their current state is the correct archival pro¬ 
cedure. My view is different. I feel that the photographers of yesteryear 
would much prefer that their images were presented in their original 
condition (rather than their current condition), or close to it, if this can 
be achieved without compromising the content of the original. Careful 
application of digital editing techniques allow this to happen. Darken¬ 
ing, fading, spotting and other types of deterioration can be at least par¬ 
tially repaired, somtimes completely. Indeed, it is an amazing truism 
that old photographs in even excellent condition can be made sharper. 


more vivid and impactful with thoughtful editing. Such is the subtlety 
and power of the tools that Photoshop and other photo editing software 
offer. It would be somewhat perverse to ignore the restorative capabili¬ 
ties that modem tools make possible. 

A Grateful Acknowledgment 

Finally, grateful acknowledgment is due Mrs Gesa Akkerman-Ohle, 
granddaughter of Karl and Klara Hanssen. She is - or was - the holder 
of this most remarkable album that has now been recovered from 
oblivion and brought to an eager audience. Her grandfather is surely 
pleased that his labour of love is now available to a world-wide public. 
Gesa has also lavishly shared of her knowledge as well. Our long dis¬ 
tance conversation - all digital - on the album and the nature of the 
man who assembled it has been intensive, stimulating and enjoyable. 
Gesa has exercised great patience in this endeavour and in responding 
to my many questions and requests. She has also contributed for my 
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use a number of additional family photos from Samoa not ineluded in 
the paste-ups in the Hanssen album. My heart-felt thanks to her for 
bringing to light these undreamed-of images of Samoa and Tonga. 
They are a dramatie new supplement to the photographic history of 
Polynesia. Malo lava, Gesa! 

Tony Brunt 

Auckland, New Zealand. 

Email: tony.brunt@xtra.co.nz 
January, 2020. 
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WHO WAS KARL HANSSEN? 


Just a few months after Karl Hanssen took eontrol of Samoa’s 
commercial behemoth, the DH & PG, in 1906 a commentator observed 
rosily that, ‘whatever changes and vicissitudes the others may experi¬ 
ence, the German firm, like Tennyson’s brook, will go on forever.’ The 
company, which had endured and thrived in one form or another in 
Apia since the 1850’s, certainly looked like an immovable cornerstone 
of the South Seas economy. Its huge coconut plantations, copra 
processing facilities, army of workers and managers, shipping fleet, 
trading offices and shops were in a state of constant - and profitable - 
motion. Threatening competitors had long before been stamped out in 
Samoa, though minor supporting players were tolerated. Flourishing 
trading offices existed in Tonga, Pago Pago and Rabaul. But if a 
convulsive world war can be described as a ‘vicissitude,’ then the 
events of 1914-18 certainly proved that the DH & PG was not immune 
to mortality despite the wonder of its size and the dexterity of its 
management. In October 1915 it was placed in hostile receivership by 
the suspicious New Zealand occupying force and then in 1916 it was 
liquidated, its plantations taken over by a form of public management 
and its commercial operations cannibalised by overjoyed competitors 
loyal to the British cause. 

A Worthy Successor to Weber 

It was perhaps ironic and unfair that the demise of this great enterprise 
should take place during the management of a man who was arguably 
its most skilled chief executive since the heady days of the legendary 
Theodor Weber. A youthful Weber had patiently assembled the com¬ 
ponent parts of the DH & PG (then known as Godeffroy’s) over a 24- 
year period between 1864 and 1888 using an artful mix of sledgeham¬ 
mer, velvet glove, cunning, immense tact, and charm. If we had to 



This is how the DH & PG buildings looked on the beach road at Sogi, Apia, 
when Karl Hanssen arrived as an employee at the end of1894. The main 
office building stands in the centre with the cotton ginning building on the 
right. In 1911 with cotton in decline, Karl initiated a major new capital 
project which saw the cotton ginning building demolished and replaced with 
the magnificent company residential quarters which later become known as 
the Casino Hotel. 

(Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW, PXE708-02). 
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(Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW, Australia,, PXE708-4). 


Hanssen also came face to face 
with the multiracial melting pot 
of Apia society that was so dif¬ 
ferent from that of Germany. 
This photo from his settling-in 
period in 1895-97 shows him 
relaxing at Papase ’ea pool in 
Apia with a glorious South Seas 
cocktail of companions, includ¬ 
ing Samoan girlfriends and 
wives. Karl is shown leaning 
back nonchalantly, cigar in 
mouth, bullock whip in hand, 
second row from the front to¬ 
wards the right. German- 
Samoan beauty Lotte Volkmann 
(dark blouse) is beside him. 
Karl’s then boss, John Beck¬ 
mann, appears to be at lower 
left with arms around two wom¬ 
en, one Samoan and one Euro¬ 
pean, while Karl’s later boss, 
Otto Riedel, sits at bottom right. 
Other people identifiable in¬ 
clude Hugo Gebauer at top left, 
Georg Lober next row down on 
left in white/cream clothing, 
possibly Fritz Marquardt at 
right holding horse whip with 
Mrs Gebauer beside him. Mrs 
Senitima Funk next row down 
on left with hat on her lap. The 
man at lower far left (crossed 
arms) may be Wilhelm Ahrens. 
Man above Otto Riedel Eduard 
Dilsterdieck. Man three to the 
left of Riedel Mr Kaumann. 

Man 7th from far left may be 
Mr Anton Snr. 
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A spreading Pandanus (Screwpine) 
tree forms the striking backdrop for 
this 1895 photograph from the Vaitele 
Plantation. Karl Hanssen stands at 
lower left. Other people appear to be 
(left to right): sitting on branch Mr 
Constantine Tiedemann, Mr Wilhelm 
Ahrens, standing high Mrs Etesd 
Malietoa Axmann, next to her her son 
-in-law Mr Hugo Gebauer, young 
woman unknown, Mr Otto Riedel, 
then possibly Mrs Emma Gebauer 
(nee Axmann), three children in front 
on right Gebauer infants. Man up tree 
unknown. 
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(Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection). 


formulate a flight of adjectives to describe the business style of the 
man who would fill his position 18 years later their tenor would be less 
paradoxical and bipolar. The same writer who asserted the company’s 



A young Karl stands on the left in this study of the Hanssen children taken 
in Liibeck, around 1879. He and his younger brother on the right were 
born in Germany while the other four children were born in Moscow 
where the family was based for many years.. 
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(Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection). 


immortality in 1907 penned a portrait 
of Hanssen whose essential elements 
no acquaintance ever contested nor 
any ‘vicissitude’ later disproved. 
Hanssen was a ‘genuine pleasure to 
know,’ he wrote. ‘A thorough gentle¬ 
man and a thorough businessman, he 
has won his way to his present re¬ 
sponsible position alike by his genial 
nature and courtesy as by his 
commercial ability. ’ By the evidence 
of his peers and descendants, 
Hanssen’s rectitude would span all 
comers of his life in addition to the 
occupational - his marriage and fam¬ 
ily life, his religious observance, civic contribution and his social and 
charitable activities. One friend from the Samoa days wrote a letter of 
condolence to Hanssen’s daughter, Charlotte, in 1942 that was not un¬ 
typical in its admiration: '...for me your father ranged immediately after 
The Lord,' he wrote. 

Karl Christian Albrecht Hanssen was bom in Liibeck, Germany, on 
December 24, 1870, one of a family of six children. After leaving col¬ 
lege and military service he chose a career in business, spending some 
time with various firms until joining the clerical staff of the DH & PG 
and travelling to Samoa in 1894 on the passenger steamer, ‘Habsburg,’ 
of the Norddeutscher Lloyd line. The long journey time of two months 
proved sufficient for accomplished pianist Karl to form a musical duo 
with a violin-playing missionary to entertain passengers. He arrived in 



Karl Hanssen, Apia, 1906. 
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Experience in Tonga 


Apia on the 31 December. In Apia Karl Hanssen worked under the 
management of company boss, John Beckmann, and then from mid- 
1897 his successor, Otto Riedel, who became a life-long friend. This 


must have been a period of getting used to the tropical rhythms and 
orderly disciplines that underlay his employer’s flourishing South Seas 
trade. Karl also came face to face with the novel social milieu of Apia 
society, the multiracial melting pot that was so differ¬ 
ent from the one he had come from. The photo on page 
13 shows him on a picnic at Papase’ea pool in Apia 
with a glorious South Seas cocktail of companions, 
including Samoan girlfriends and wives. He seems to 
have got into the swing of things; Karl is leaning back 
nonchalantly, cigar in mouth, whip in hand, beside 
German-Samoan, Lotte Volkmann, who later married 
Dr Julius Schwesinger, Health Officer for Samoa 
(ironically Lotte died in Apia in the 1918 influenza 
epidemic). 


Karl Hanssen’s house at Sogi prior to his marriage and the birth of his 
daughters. He is standing on the porch while, apparently, DH &PG overse¬ 
er Peter Rasmussen stands below the steps. The identity of the man on the 
right is not known. (Marianne Klemm Collection) 


‘Herr Hanssen had his opportunity and he proved his 
mettle,’ an observer wrote later. After three years in 
Apia he was appointed to head up one of the compa¬ 
ny’s three Tongan agencies, the Vava’u operation, 
based in the picturesque port town of Neiafu. The 
Vava’u business was essentially a trading operation as 
the DH & PG had no company owned plantations in 
Tonga, though a large plantation on leased land exist¬ 
ed in the Ha’apai group where the company had anoth¬ 
er main branch at Lifuka (the third being at Nuku’alofa). In Neiafu, 
Hanssen got used to managing staff, a squad of around a dozen includ¬ 
ing the copra warehouse boys, as well as getting a feel for the widely 
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^ The Vava ’u manager’s house that Karl Hanssen occupied is shown in the 
top photo on the left with the DH & PG wharf and copra shed below it. The 
bottom photo gives the view from the front porch. The ship at anchor is the 
Union Steam Ship Company ship, the ’Matua. ’ 

(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


dispersed Tongan operation, so different from the concentrated catch¬ 
ment of Upolu and, to a lesser extent, Savai’i. The grand house he 
occupied with a sweeping view of idyllic Neiafu harbour and the com¬ 
pany wharf and warehouse is shown below. Karl’s regime at Neiafu 
was doubtless a more Spartan one than that exercised by his successor 
Alfred Schultz who reportedly played the trumpet on the front 
verandah as the sun went down and deployed his romantic assets with 
enthusiasm. 

The Tongan posting must have gone well for in 1900 Karl Hanssen 
was recalled to Apia as ‘sub-manager,’ according to the ‘Cyclopedia of 
Samoa,’ which was presumably the number two position in the compa¬ 
ny. This ‘... position he filled with such admirable success that there 
could be no question as to his appointment to the higher position on the 
retirement of Herr Riedel’ in 1906 (in fact Otto Riedel did not retire but 
was appointed Director of the DH & PG in Hamburg). 

A Long Distance Courtship 

The year 1906 not only marked a crucial milestone in Hanssen’s work 
life but in his personal life as well. In November, he married Caroline 
Klara Bruhn after a two-year courtship by correspondence following a 
love-at-first-sight encounter at a private soiree in Lubeck in 1904 when 
Karl was on home leave. Unable to travel easily after his long sabbati¬ 
cal to Germany, Hanssen had to woo and propose marriage over long 
lines of communication from the Pacific to Europe that took an 
excruciating two months between a letter sent and a reply received. 

Klara, bom in 1875, was one of seven children and her widowed 
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The magnificent colonial building on the right side of this photograph was to be the 
home of the Hanssen family. It was made from American pine and was completed in 
early 1912. It housed single men of the DH & PG, as well as the Hanssens. The 
building on the left is the DH & PG office building. The Hanssens occupied part of 
the left hand end of these residential quarters (the eastern side). A casino for compa¬ 


ny staff was included in the right wing. The building later became known, after the 
departure of the Germans, as the Casino Hotel and survived until 1972. It was de¬ 
signed by Albert Schaafhausen and built by Friedrich Stunzner. 

(McKay Family Collection) 
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(McKay Family Collection). 




























mother needed scrupulous reassurance that her daughter 
would be in good hands in the far-flung wilds of the equatori¬ 
al Pacific, German Rule notwithstanding. Hanssen had to 
disclose his income, liquid assets (reportedly a fortune in gold 
Marks), but this was not enough. A ‘pre-nup’ was demanded 
as a condition of maternal consent. Karl contracted in writing 
to will his assets to Klara in the event of his death. With this 
accord hammered out, Christine Bruhn gave the marriage the 
green light and accompanied her daughter half way - to Texas 
- where health considerations prevented her from completing 
her chaperoning duties on the Pacific leg of the voyage. 

Engagement & Marriage 

In Pago Pago, Klara was met - for good form - by a female 
escort for her final leg to Apia, Mrs Dietze, wife of the DH & 

PG Confidential Secretary in Apia, Roderich Dietze. Five 
days after her electrifying arrival in Apia Klara became en¬ 
gaged to the patient Karl and they married at the Apia 
Protestant Church on 17 November. This two-year separation during 
courtship was a foretaste of another ordeal a decade later when Karl 
was interned during the First World War and contact was only possible 
by letter for more than three long years. 

The first marital home appears to have been in part of a large rambling 
residential building that the company had built on the seashore at Sogi. 
In 1911-12 new residential quarters designed by architect Albert 
Schaafhausen were constructed nearby for single men of the DH & PG, 
with part of this magnificent colonial structure in American pine 


Birthday party hostess Klara Hanssen stands at the top of the stairs on the left (no 
hat) on 14 June 1912. Daughter Charlotte sits on the concrete barrier on the right 
with her shoulder raised and Ida Songi Hanssen sits on the first stair on the right 
with dolls in her arms. Beside her is her nanny Miss Henrietta Schuster (m. Loibl) 
and Ula Peemiiller on left. Other people include Mrs Else Sabiel top right, Mrs 
Christel Garben beside her in dark dress, then Mrs Schubert, Mrs Roserus, Mrs 
Peemiiller, Mrs Sessous, Mrs Hanssen, Mrs Lober, Mrs Dusterdieck (behindpole) 
and Mrs Maske (?). Infant boy at top of steps on right, Werner Traub with his Samo¬ 
an nanny ‘Xante Tasi next step down, fair-haired girl on right (blurred) and next 
step down on right also blurred, the twins Wilhelmine and Eva Traub; boy sitting on 
right with sailors suit and crossed hands, Erich Dusterdieck. At top of stairs on left 
infants Reinhold and Malwine Lober; in middle, long dark hair, Phoebe Dust¬ 
erdieck. (Photo Garben Family Collection, photographer Alfred Tattersall). 
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Birthday guests invit¬ 
ed a year later in 1913 
to the gathering in the 
Hanssen wing of the 
residential building 
include many from 
1912. Mrs Hanssen 
pokes her head 
around at the top be¬ 
side Mrs Garben in 
dark hat and Mrs 
Osbahr in light col¬ 
oured hat. Two new 
people can be seen 
standing at the right, 
the Samoan wife of Dr 
Bernhard Funk, Mrs 
Senitima Funk, and to 
the right of her Mrs 
Edith Traub (nee 
Dean). The Hanssen 
girls are sitting one 
up, one down on the 
stairs. On the left are 
the Dusterdieck chil¬ 
dren with the Traub 
twins sitting beside 
each other on the bar¬ 
rier. Reinhold Lober 
stands on the right 
with his baby brother 
Konrad sitting above 
and behind, and 
Hanssen nanny There¬ 
sia behind and above 
him. Young Ula 
Peemilller sits in the 
middle on bottom step. 

(Marianne Klemm Collection). 
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Klara Hanssen with daughters Ida Songi on left and Charlotte ‘Lotte ' on named after the Samoan word for ‘kiss ' - sogi - but it also serendipitous ly 

right photographed during a visit to New Zealand in 1912. Ida Songi was coincided with the district in Apia where the family lived. 
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(Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collectiobn). 









Charlotte and Ida Songi on a picnic with their nanny Theresia and 
young Melanesian men from the company on 16 November 1913. Kap 
Kap on the left wanted to accompany Karl to internment in 1915. 


(Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection; blemish edited on Ida Songi’s face). 


reserved for the company manager. The two-storey building later be¬ 
came known, after the departure of the Germans, as the Casino Hotel 
and survived until 1972. It is shown on page 18. 

Skilled Hostess Klara Hanssen 

Part of the eastern end was occupied by the Hanssen family, which by 
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1912, had grown to four, with the arrival of daughters Charlotte in 
1909 and Ida Songi in 1910. The marriage proved to be a good one that 
stood the test of time. Klara by all accounts proved a decided asset for 
Samoa’s most powerful businessman who was, arguably, the leading 
European citizen after the German Governor. She supervised a large 
domestic staff, including cook, gardeners, house staff and chauffeur, 
and was reportedly skilled as a society hostess whose friendly gather¬ 
ings proved popular. Two photos are reproduced on previous pages 
which show birthday occasions hosted by Klara at the DH & PG build¬ 
ing. They provide an evocative snapshot of a golden age for the 
German residents of Samoa before the apocalypse of war brought their 
exotic idyll to a shattering conclusion. Women and children pose on 
the verandah and steps of the family quarters on 14 June 1912 on Ida 
Songi’s second birthday and again at a similar occasion a year later. 

Karl’s time at the helm of the DH & PG between 1906 and the advent 
of the First World War was marked by a large-scale expansion in copra 
exports and company revenue. In addition to the copra from its own 
plantations the company purchased half of the product grown and pro¬ 
cessed by Samoans. Buoyant international copra prices for most of this 
period combined with careful company management translated into 
healthy profits. The directors in Hamburg declared record company 
dividends from 1906, with an annual average dividend of 18.5% to 
1912 compared with an average of 9.5% in the 1898-1905 period. 

Low Cost Melanesian Workers 

The company’s ability to recruit most of its plantation labour from 
Melanesian volunteers from the Bismarck Archipelago was a further 
factor in underwriting profitability. These men worked on a bed-and- 
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board basis unlike Chinese labourers who were paid a wage in addition 
to having aecommodation and food provided. Karl Hanssen’s manage¬ 
ment therefore extended not only to numerous German and Samoan 
employees but to at least 600 workers from the Western Paeific whose 
sustenanee and welfare needed to be carefully provided for. In addi¬ 
tion, there were probably a further 100 or so Chinese plantation work¬ 
ers in the company employ whose diverse needs had to be met. It is a 
tribute to Hanssen and his fellow managers that this large-scale deploy¬ 
ment of live-in labour was carried on with almost no contemporary 
accounts of untoward incidents or worker unrest. 

The surprising diversity of the company operations must also have 
been a source of challenge for Hanssen. Company facilities extended to 
hospitals, nurseries, boat builders, wheelwrights and, it seems, a 
fabulous three-masted schooner, ‘Samoa,’ which measured about 70m 
in length and ran recruitment trips to the Eastern Pacific. The DH & 

PG was a world within a world. In fact there were multiple levels to 
Samoan society. The settlers of Apia operated in a markedly different 
cultural setting from the 35,000 village-based Samoans who essentially 
constituted the formative nation of Samoa. The two communities over¬ 
lapped and intermingled commercially, culturally, socially and roman¬ 
tically, exchanging the good and the bad. And within the Arcadian 
European society that was Wilhelmine Apia the DH & PG, as with the 
colonial administrators, formed a tight circle with its own esprit de 
corps and hierarchy. The German community was a privileged Elysian 
order whose catastrophic demise with the deportations of 1914-20 was 
an almost incomprehensible annihilation of hopes, homes, assets, 
dreams and friendships. The halcyon afterglow of the industrious 
Germans still lingers in the islands. 



DH & PG profitability was underwritten by low cost labour from the Western 
Pacific. In this photo, dated to around 1912, yard supervisor Peter Rasmus¬ 
sen in white jacket is shown with Melanesian workers outside the copra shed, 

at Sogi. (Adolf Okie Album, Museum am Rothenbaum, Hamburg) 

Karl Hanssen fulfilled other roles than businessman and family man. 

He served on the German Governor’s advisory council which seems to 
have been formed by Governor Solf in 1910 and which comprised 
about a dozen male worthies drawn from the higher ranks of the 
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administration and commercial community. The council was chaired 
by the German Governor and discussed matters of interest to the Apia 
municipality as well as wider issues that impacted on the colony, but 
excluded Samoan ethnic affairs. 

Perhaps Hanssen’s most prominent extra-curricular activity was his 
involvement with the Apia Sports Club which had been formed in 1903 
and which he chaired from at least 1907. This was a lively organisation 
devoted to horse racing principally, with a sideline in picnics. It 
brought together all parts of the diverse European community as well 
as citizens of blended race and keen young Samoan jockeys. The club 
was probably Samoa’s most ethnically diverse community group of 
any size, and a force for unity. Prominent citizen Charles Roberts remi¬ 
nisced in 1921 that while the horse racing had been important, ‘in my 



Horse racing on the coast at Matafagatele, east of Apia. The rough condi¬ 
tions convinced the Apia Sports Club that a move to a proper course on dry 
land was desirable, a change of location made possible by funding from club 
chairman Karl Hanssen. 

opinion, the Apia Sports Club did far more for the well-being of the 
community in bringing everyone, or nearly everyone, together on the 
common ground of sport.. ..The turf knows no nationality or class dis¬ 
tinction, and may it so remain forever. ’ The first race meetings were 
held on the beach at Matafagatele, just east of Apia. Two photos from a 
race meeting at this charming venue are featured above. 

Samoa’s Premier Sports Ground 

In 1908-09 the club decided to move closer to town and purchased 40 
acres (16 ha) at Matautu-uta, land which was owned by the German 
Administration. Club chairman Hanssen put up the money (an 
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Hanssen bought Apia Park under his name but it was used exclusively as a seen standing 4th from the left in the grey jacket in probably in 1910. This 
racecourse. It was called Solf Field after the German Governor, who can be large public park is now Samoa’s premier sports ground 
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(Walther Laussen / Peter Loedel) 




























Hanssen’s office was al¬ 
most certainly on the top 
floor of the DH&PG 
building where most of 
the clerical staff and 
Apia management staff 
had their desks. Down¬ 
stairs appears to have 
been used at least par¬ 
tially as a store. This 
photograph taken in 
1912-13 shows how the 
building looked in the 
final stages of the compa¬ 
ny 5 existence. The Resi¬ 
dential building is seen 
on the right with the con¬ 
crete stairs leading into 
the Hanssen apartment. 

People in this photo are 
identifiable as follows 
(downstairs, left to 
right): Messrs Ohle, 
Ihnen, Neufeldt, von Dur¬ 
ing, Rohlfs, Menge (at 
rear). Captain Andersen, 
Lober in front, others 
unknown apart from 
Peter Betham at rear, 
hand on hip. (Upstairs): 
Schliebe, Lodring, 
Hamann, Uechtritz lean¬ 
ing on pole, others un¬ 
known. 


(Adolf Ohle Album, Museum am 
Rothenbaum, Hamburg). 
































unknown amount but it must have been large) and the land was reg¬ 
istered in his name but designated exelusively for elub use. The un¬ 
derstanding was that the club would gradually repay its chairman from 
revenue earned at race meetings. The land was cleared of bush, 
drained, fenced, a racecourse 1000m long (5 furlongs) was laid out and 
grandstands and other facilities were built. It was a project of major 
capital works, and much of the labour is bound to have been voluntary. 
Many race meetings were held at the park in ensuing years, and the 
property was named Solf Field, after the German Governor Wilhelm 
Solf 

However, only part payment had been made to Karl before the New 
Zealand take-over of 1914 occurred. Around £400 was still owed Mr 
Hanssen at the time the new administration confiscated German land in 
1919-20. The debt to Hanssen was expunged without repayment and 
the land was vested officially for public purposes. Solf Field, or Apia 
Park, as it later became known, is modem Samoa’s premier sports 
ground. Such was Karl Hanssen’s modesty that his role in establishing 
this major public asset was unmentioned in his later home in Germany 
and was unknown to descendants until 2015. 

The outbreak of the First World War on 28 July 1914 and the subse¬ 
quent peaceful occupation of Samoa by New Zealand troops acting on 
behalf of the British a month later, began Hanssen’s most difficult peri¬ 
od at the company helm. With the immediate internment and deporta¬ 
tion of then German Governor Erich Schultz on 29 August and the 
rapid displacement of his Apia administration Hanssen became the 
most influential German in Samoa. Nevertheless, matters of civil 
administration and equity were far from his mind as he sought to 
reshape his business practices to cope with harsh new realities. 



High desks and stools seem to have been the order of the day in the DH & 
PG office, as indicated in this photo from the collection of Werner Sasse, 
who is sitting on the left. This photo was taken in 1916 and shows German 
workers still on duty in the New Zealand-managed enterprise. People left to 
right are Sasse, Ihnen, unknown, Komer and Anton. 

‘The first few months of the war were full of uproar,’ he wrote later 
(translated). ‘The occupation of Samoa by a New Zealand expedition¬ 
ary corps bought great upheavals in its wake. Through numerous and 
annoying requisitions, regulations, restrictions and episodes of bullying 
no-one was left in peace. Officially it was said that all trading and 
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dealing could progress as usual, but in reality one was constantly sit¬ 
ting on top of a volcano. Plantation operations were disrupted by the 
use of workers, vehicles, draught and riding animals for the purposes of 
the occupation force. The German trading business had to suffer from 
the distrust of the British Administration and from the envy of the Eng¬ 
lish and in particular New Zealand businesses. Commerce with the out¬ 
side world, with neutral countries and with branches on other islands in 
the South Pacific was made more and more difficult, and was eventual¬ 
ly restricted almost entirely to British possessions (Australia and New 
Zealand) only.’ 

Hanssen’s Valuable Diary 

Hanssen, sensing that he was soon to be an observer of great events, 
had begun keeping a diary of personal, business, social and community 
happenings from 1 August, 1914, a few days after war’s outbreak. 

These typed notes have proved a hugely valuable insight into wartime 
conditions in Samoa and were published in book form in 2011. 

Because they were never intended for publication they represent an 
honest, uncensored, ‘real time’ viewpoint from an observer at the high¬ 
est reaches of Apia society. But while of great value to modem day 
historians their partial discovery in September 1915 as a bundle of 
notes en route to Germany as smuggled items would prove disastrous 
for Karl Hanssen and the DH & PG. 

His relationship with the New Zealand commander. Colonel Logan, 
was generally a cordial one, though points of friction continually arose 
as new regulations and requisitions bit into the DH & PG operation. In 
late October he spoke of Logan as ‘a good person and means well.’ 
After a discussion in December he wrote cuttingly that the straggling 


administrator was, ‘a great twit [Schaf] inclined to many influences 
from all sides.’ This put-down was unusual though. Generally, Karl’s 
diary seems to display fairness of observation, free of condescension, 
rants or libels, though with many points of exasperation. Though not 
intended for a general audience, his notes are indicative of a man of 
moderation and self-control who observed discretion even in his 
private writings. Still, this thoroughly European man of courtesy, self 
control and scruple found in Samoa a place where primal spirits could 
soar, and where unique and exotic enjoyments were possible and 
cherished, as became apparent in the description of his final two trips 
around the islands. 

‘I had to be very cautious and in no way was I allowed to agitate 
among the Samoans,’ he wrote in a reminiscence penned in 1916. 
‘Various indications had been given to me for the fact that in the 
absence of the German government, the Samoans viewed our firm as 
the centre of the German element e.g. congratulations from the German 
chiefs to me on the Kaiser’s birthday, seeking of advice, and so forth. I 
therefore decided to use the quieter mood to be seen among the 
Samoans, and disguised that in business inspection trips to trading sta¬ 
tions; i.e. I set off on a “malaga,” as the Samoans say. Permission was 
readily given by the Provost Marshal. 

‘So I undertook a “malaga” in each of the months of July and Septem¬ 
ber [1915] around the islands of Savaii and Upolu, with each journey 
lasting four weeks. I had never been able to spend this much time on 
such trips, before, unfortunately, for their commercial benefit is 
definitely a great one, not only for checking the stations, but above all 
for the commercial relationships with the Samoans, who greatly appre¬ 
ciated being visited by the boss of the “Oloe lele siamani” (the great 
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Young women, taupou maidens, at Satitoa, Aleipata, begin the welcoming 
dance (‘siva ’) - the ‘sa ’asa ’a le taupou ’ -for Karl Hanssen’s travelling 
party, during a formal welcoming event, a fa ’afeiloaiga o malo mai Sia- 
mani The importance of the DH & PG as a purchaser of copra from all 
over Samoa was certainly a factor in the warm welcome that Hanssen was 
accorded during his two malaga. 

(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection, cropped). 


German storehouse). In order to inerease the impact of the “malaga” I 
surrounded myself with an extensive travelling party. In Savaii, I took 
our agent Herr Lausen, and in Upolu, I took our supercargo Herr Maass 
with me; on both journeys the young half-blood interpreter Edmund 
Helg accompanied me. The latter is one of the few interpreters who can 
translate really well from German to Samoan; in addition, he is a 
master of the chiefly language and is really eloquent. The Samoans 
appreciate speaking well very much. In the individual districts, the re¬ 
spective trader for our firm also had to join us. The retinue consisted of 
seven to eight porters, partly black New Guinean men, partly young 
Samoans, at the head of which an elderly Samoan acted as journey 
marshal (taitai malaga); on Upolu the same Juta, the same man who 
had earlier shot dead the desperado Sitivi, held that office; a reliable 
skilful, and in Samoan matters of tact (correct distribution of gifts, use 
of titles, forms of address, honours), a highly well-versed man; on 
Savaii it was the friendly Samoan policeman Meauli (in German “a 
black thing”), whom the government station manager Williams had 
given me at my request to be an official witness, so to speak, to my 
correct and peaceful conduct. The entire travelling party thus consisted 
of some twelve people. We almost always travelled on foot, which I 
always preferred above all else, even on the wide village-less stretch 
through the bush from Salaelua to Palauli; only in quite impassable ar¬ 
eas, such as from Sasina to Asau, from Tiavea to Fagaloa and Falefa, 
and then of course from Upolu to Savaii, were motorboats used. We 
spent the night almost exclusively with Samoans in their houses, and 
only in exceptional cases at trading stations. ’ 

‘Anyone who has ever gone along on a Samoan “malaga” knows its 
incomparable charms: splendid cheerful Nature, the magnificent views, 
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the cheerful, friendly people, the hospitable reception. All this is so 
uplifting and [? refreshing], that the often by no means minor strains of 
the overwhelming humid heat seem to recede into the background. I 
have therefore always liked going on a “malaga” and have always 
found it physically and mentally rejuvenating. Never though have I en¬ 
joyed journeys in Samoa as much as these two in 1915....the welcome 
which was given me on the part of the natives was a thoroughly cordial 
one. I have always been received in a friendly way by the Samoans, but 
never as friendly as this. They outdid themselves in shows of attention 
and turned the “malaga’ into a real procession. I had to visit every 1 
arger village, and if I wanted to leave out a smaller one now and again, 

I had to come up with quite elaborate excuses, and then the people 
from the smaller village frequently came to the larger one in order to 
pay their respects to me there. Whenever, I announced my arrival, the 
reception house (fale tele or fale tali malo) was festively decorated with 
garlands and flowers, a comfortable bed was prepared, and an opulent 
meal was cooked with the roast pigs that are unforgettable in Samoa. ’ 

Ceremonial receptions, ava drinking and speech-making, often three or 
four times a day, occurred. Hanssen was showered with presents and 
gave generously in return. T can only say that the favourable and 
uplifting impressions from these trips.. .significantly affirmed my fond¬ 
ness towards the country and its people.’ 

Arrest and Deportation 

The safari-style visit to the eastern part of Upolu was ironically well 
scheduled for it proved to be a happy finale to Karl Hanssen’s days in 
Samoa. Upon his return he was immediately arrested for having cir¬ 
cumvented wartime censorship. Part of his diary which had been des- 
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patched via San Francisco and Rotterdam to head office in Hamburg 
had been seized by the British and returned to Samoa for the attention 
of Administrator Logan, who promptly began having the contents 
translated. Not just censorship regulations had been broken; Logan 
took umbrage at some of the Karl’s entries as well. Hanssen was 



‘We spent the night almost exclusively with Samoans in their houses, and only 
in exceptional cases at trading stations. ’ Karl Hanssen recounted about his 
rural tours (‘malaga ’). This photo shows a trading station, location unknown, 
but probably Upolu north-east coast, that he apparently encountered on his 
journey in September 1915. 

(Walther Laussen/Peter Loedel) 
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interned, put on trial and found guilty. He was sentenced to six months 
imprisonment to be followed by internment for the duration of the war, 
both punishments to be served in New Zealand. Within a month of the 
return from the exhilarating malaga Samoa’s captain of industry 
embarked on board the ‘Talune’ for the voyage to New Zealand and his 
permanent departure from the islands. 

Before boarding the ship, Hanssen farewelled family and friends. ‘All 
the employees came to shake my hand and exchange words of fare¬ 
well,’ he recorded. ‘I tried to be steadfast; but when I saw the melan¬ 
choly faces and the deep emption, and old Rasmussen in tears, then all 
sense of composure came to an end. I would have so liked to have re¬ 
mained with the good employees who had stood so loyally by my side 
up to then and whom I now had to leave to an uncertain fate. Who 
could know what still lay in store for them! Many good friends, male 
and female, had gathered in our residence to say farewell to me. Ah, 
how many displays of affection and friendship were given to me in 
those last weeks and days in Samoa!....My children snuggled up to me 
for the last time. I think that my oldest, Lotte, understood what it was 
all about. Little Ida, however, fortunately did not comprehend it. The 
farewell from my wife I do not want to describe. It was good that the 
women from the neighbourhood were there to console her. ’ 

On arrival in Auckland, Karl Hanssen entrained under escort for Wel¬ 
lington where he spent a few weeks in internment at military barracks 
in the suburb of Mount Cook before being transferred to the gloomy 
confines of the Terrace Jail in a mood of ‘utter despondency.’ His rem¬ 
iniscence on his three months in Capital’s main prison provides proba¬ 
bly the best prisoner account of the routine and conditions of this 
famous penal establishment in the latter part of its existence before it 
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(‘Einhundert Jahre Australienfahrt 1886-1986,’ Otto J. Seiler, Hapag-Lloyd).. 



In October 1915 the great Pacific trading 
operation that had been established under 
the dynamic leadership of Johan Cesar VI 
Godeffroy (1813-1885), of Hamburg, shown 
above, came to a quiet, unheralded end in 
Apia. 


was demolished in 1927. 
Hanssen’s education and 
curiosity are the drivers for 
a fascinating and historical¬ 
ly important profile of this 
gloomy pile of bricks where 
floggings persisted until the 
1890’s. After the initial 
shock of the jail conditions, 
Karl settled into a resigned 
routine and was given spe¬ 
cial dispensation to write 
daily letters, rather than 
monthly ones, to Klara, and 
his wide network of friends 
and business colleagues. 
Contact with his wife and 
children was complicated 
by Klara’s move to the 
United States. Shortly after 
Karl’s departure from 
Samoa, his family were 
given permission to travel 
to San Antonio, Texas, to 
reside with Klara’s broth¬ 
er, Henning Bruhn. There 
they lived for some months 
before travelling to Ger¬ 
many in 1916. 
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Peter Rasmussen, the Grand Old 
Man of the DH & PG, shed tears 
at Karl Hanssen 's farewell. It 
helped tip his boss over the edge 
and lose all composure. 

('Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland 
Libraries, 31-WP598') 


After Hanssen’s arrest in Apia, 
Logan swooped to make the 
clean-up a comprehensive one. 
The DH & PG was put into 
receivership under the control 
of the New Zealand occupiers. 

A skeleton staff of Germans re¬ 
mained in the Apia office and 
appear to have assisted new 
managers from New Zealand to 
keep the operation running. But 
for all intents and purposes 
October 1915 marked the end of 



differed from those in Wellington. He had to wear prison clothes for 
the first few weeks, polish the cell floor every morning and default 
back to one written letter per month, all under the supervision of a 



nearly seven decades of trading 
and agriculture in Samoa (and 
Tonga) by the fabled ‘German 
company.’ A dynamic commer¬ 
cial enterprise that had reached out with driving energy and ambition 
from distant Hamburg had come to a quiet, unheralded end. J.C. 
Godefffoy & Sohn and the DH & PG had brought to the South Pacific 


The main prison buildings on Motuihe Island can be seen on the top of the distant hill. 
There is an indication that because he was a high status prisoner Hanssen was 
allowed to live outside the guarded perimeter in a small house at the beach on the left. 

(Bunge Family Collection) 


on their commercial coattails generations of German colonisers, diplo¬ 
mats, naval vessels and administrators. But now the company had 
raised its last bill of lading and collected its last plantation coconut. In 
the years ahead the trading activities were taken over by other Apia 
businesses and the plantations were placed under public control and 
administered efficiently for another 60 years or so under a variety of 
organisational forms. 

In mid-February 1916, Karl Hanssen was moved to Mt Eden Prison in 
Auckland where he remained for two months under conditions which 
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(Walther Laussen / Peter Loedel) 


Jailer who was ‘rude and repulsive’ and whose 
own son was in prison. The saving grace was 
the freedom to read in the prison yard during 
the day. In short order Hanssen cleaned out the 
‘readable’ books in the prison library including 
many by Charles Dickens and Sir Walter Scott. 

The milder Auckland climate also helped his 
recovery from indifferent health that he had ex¬ 
perienced in the Capital. 

On 14 April, Hanssen was released from prison 
and escorted to the wharves for the short jour¬ 
ney to the small and relaxed alien internment 
camp on the pastoral contours of Motuihe 
Island in Auckland Harbour. Here, a relaxed 
camp regime prevailed and men had the free¬ 
dom to roam and swim for much of the day. 

Karl was overjoyed. ‘The green island of 
Motuihe came into sight. On the jetty were sev¬ 
eral prisoners of war, good acquaintances from 
Samoa, also His Excellency Dr Schultz. So, that 
was the Motuihe which I had longed for. The 
island of the blessed?’ 

Karl Hanssen’s record of his New Zealand in¬ 
ternment ends at this point, at the start of his 
three-year sojourn firstly at Motuihe Island and then, more latterly, at 
Narrowneck camp, an open internment community on Auckland’s 
North Shore. Little is known about his life or daily routine during these 


The records of fellow Motuihe Island internee von Zatorski suggests that Hanssen 
may have had his own house near the start of the wharf in the foreground. It may 
have given an attractive view across the south beach to eastern Auckland in the dis¬ 
tance. This photo, from about 1918, is from the collection offellow DH & PG prison¬ 
er Walther Laussen. 
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We had the run of the 1,000-acres-island from daybreak till dark, ’ POW 
Rudolph Berking wrote of Motuihe. Fellow prisoner Alfred Schultz (DH & 
PG Tonga) from whose album the above photo was taken, captioned it, 
‘Sports every morning & physical drill at the beach, before swimming .' 
Then he added ironically, ‘Therefore 25lbs gained, ’ referring to the 11kg 
he put on. Food rations, supplemented by a camp garden, poultry and live¬ 
stock, were generous. 

(Parr Family Collection). 

years. There is an indication that because of his rank as an important 
Class A prisoner, Hanssen (‘Prisoner of War No. 61’) may have been 


given a small house of his own out¬ 
side the fenced compound where 
most prisoners resided. This specu¬ 
lation is derived from a map of 
Motuihe Island during the First 
World War drawn by fellow pris¬ 
oner Walter von Zatorski which 
shows ‘Hansen’s house’ situated on 
the main south beach of the island 
about 150m from the main camp. 
Former governor Erich Schultz and 
his companion Fatu Frost were 
accorded a similar privilege, occu¬ 
pying a 6-bedroom house outside 
the main camp perimeter. There 
appears to have been no other 
POW ‘Hanssen/Hansen’ of any 
high ranking among the 80 or so 
internees apart from Karl. Von 
Zatorski’s reference is a tantalising 
one and may help explain why there are hardly any photographs from 
camp activities between 1916-18 which show Karl Hanssen; he may 
have lived somewhat outside the mainstream. 

Most internment photography was done by former DH & PG (Samoa) 
medical aide. Reinhold Hofmann, who appears to have used both a 
glass plate negative camera and a roll film camera. Three Hofmann 
pictures only are available which show Karl Hanssen. The photogra¬ 
pher may have been under instructions from his old boss to keep him 
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^ The dining room for First Class prisoners on Motuihe where 
Karl Hanssen would have taken his meals. Governor Schultz ' adopt¬ 
ed son, Fatu Frost, stands at the end of the table in the dark jacket.. 



Hanssen, 4th from the left above, looking ramrod straight and vigorous in a 
group photo with 10 other former members of the DH & PG taken in the 1917- 
18 period on the wharf road at Motuihe. The people are (left-to-right): George 
Lober (Samoa), Alfred Schultz (Tonga), Karl Bunge (Samoa), Karl Hanssen 
(Samoa), Adolf Eberhardt (Samoa), Emil Hellfritz (Tonga). Reinhold Hofmann 
(Samoa), Ernst Studt (Samoa), Paul Voget (Samoa), H. Cassebaum (Samoa), 
Adolf Ohle (Tonga). 
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out of camera view as a general rule. One photo by Hofmann has 
Hans sen looking happy and brimming with vitality in a group photo 
with 10 other former members of the DH & PG taken in the 1917-18 
period on the wharf road at Motuihe (see previous page). The other two 
photos are formal studies Karl sat for at Narrowneck Camp in 1919, 
prior to his departure for Germany. One of these images is reproduced 
in the Preface on page 5 and the other one here. 

Whether interned with the main body of prisoners or living somewhat 
apart, Karl Hanssen’s lot was a comfortable one, apart from the endless 
separation from his young family and the deprivation of a creative out¬ 
let for his thrust and drive. Former German Administration official, 
Rudolph Berking, has given us a picture of life on Motuihe. During the 
Second World War, in 1941, he wrote to the New Zealand Prime Min¬ 
ister from Somes Island internment camp in Wellington comparing the 
Motuihe conditions of the First War - perhaps deliberately idealised - 
in an appeal for more liberal conditions on Somes. It paints a picture of 
an enemy alien camp which surely had no equal in the British Empire. 

‘.. .we had the run of the 1,000-acres-island from daybreak till dark; 
where we went rabbiting and spent the day as we liked; where the 
much more temperate climate allowed sea-bathing on almost every day 
of the year; where with only a few temporary exceptions we had no 
‘LIGHTS OUT’ at all; where we could visit Auckland for dental work 
and shopping, also visit picture shows, about once a month, accompa¬ 
nied by one guard only, who was never a burden, which indeed was a 
great relief, and thankfully appreciated by all of us; where the food was 
prepared by two prisoner-cooks who received £10 and £7 with 3 help¬ 
ers at £5 each per month, besides 3 house orderlies also at £5 each. In 
this way all wishes for our-style cooking were frilly satisfied, with sup¬ 
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At the end of 1918, with the 
termination of wartime hos¬ 
tilities, Motuihe Camp was 
closed down and the men 
moved to the low-security 
settlement at Narrowneck 
while the Treaty of 
Versailles was being nego¬ 
tiated. In May 1919, three- 
and-a-half years after Karl 
was separated from Klara 
and his two daughters, he 
was returned to Germany with the bulk of New Zealand’s German war¬ 
time internees, several hundred in all, on the ‘Willochra’. We can only 
imagine the family reunion which awaited him there. 


The second photo that Reinhold Hofmann 
took of his old boss Karl Hanssen at 
Narrowneck Camp in 1919. 

(Parr Family Collection). 


plies in quality equal to to¬ 
day’s here. Only when sol¬ 
dier-prisoners broke away 
from the island were a few 
restrictions imposed upon 
us, which however were 
mostly lifted again later. ’ 


In Hamburg Karl was appointed the deputy director of a much smaller 
DH & PG, renamed the Deutsche Handels und Landbau AG. The 
Pacific business was no more but the company was successful in open¬ 
ing up trading operations in the Dutch East Indies, especially Macassar, 
where Karl Bunge, Hanssen’s right hand man in Apia, was appointed 
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manager followed by Otto Ohle (husband of his daughter Charlotte). 
Offiees were also established in East Afriea (Mombasa) and West 
Afriea (Lagos). In 1920-21 Hanssen visited the Duteh East Indies for 



A typical dormitory at the low-security Narrowneck internment camp on 
Auckland’s North Shore where Karl Hanssen spent several months before 
his May 1919 deportation to Germany. 


(Parr Family Collection) 


three months, helping put the company position on a firm basis. He 
also visited the Africa operations in 1929. There may have been other 
visits. In the 1930’s Karl began phasing down his workload and 
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prepared for retirement. A letter to daughter Charlotte in 1935 indicat¬ 
ed that he had dropped back to three mornings a week in the office. 

It was apparently in the last part of his life that Karl devoted himself to 
compilation of his Samoa-Tonga photo album. There is every reason to 
believe that its methodical assembly was a labour of love and the 
utmost nostalgia. Hanssen’s two decades in the South Pacific had been 
his Golden Years, an exotic and exhilarating empyrean where he had 
soaked up a colourful and fragrant new culture, stretched his powers 
and potentialities to the maximum, married the love of his life and 
brought his two children into the world, one of whom he had given a 
Samoan name. As for so many other Germans, it had all come crashing 
down in a tragic denouement, but that was a traumatic life chapter that 
sat elsewhere in the family archives. Karl’s magnificent photo album is 
a depiction of glorious years of growth, fellowship and peaceful habita¬ 
tion in Polynesia and we remain indebted to him for this priceless 
finishing touch to his service to the South Seas. 
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(Bunge Family Collection). 



After the war, Karl Hanssen worked 
for a much smaller DH & PG, re¬ 
named the Deutsche Handels und 
Landbau AG. He travelled to the 
Dutch East Indies in 1920-21 and lay 
the foundation for a trading opera¬ 
tion there, especially at Macassar, 
where this photo was taken several 
years later. Hanssen's right hand 
man in Apia, Karl Bunge, was ap¬ 
pointed manager followed later by 
Otto Ohle (husband of his daughter 
Charlotte). In this photo taken at the 
Macassar Rowing Club, young men, 
probably company staff members, 
relax. Karl Bunge is second from the 
left and Otto Ohle stands high, third 
from the right. One of the men sits in 
the seat of a rowing skiff which rests 
on the table. 
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A reception on board the new German cargo ship Ramses at Macassar in 1926-27 which the Deutsche Handels und Landbau AG used for shipments to 
Germany. Local manager Karl Bunge stands at the back in the grey suit. 
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Approx. Route, Karl Hanssen Malaga, 


Sept. 1915 
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The exact route of Karl Hanssen’s trip to Eastern Upolu, in September 1915 is 
not known across its whole length. He wrote that his party almost always trav¬ 
elled on foot except for impassable stretches of rugged coastline where they re¬ 
verted to a company yacht. Taking to the water appears to have occurred in the 


east around Fagaloa. The malaga photography suggests that the journey ended 
at Lotofaga on the south coast. The route back to Apia is unknown but may have 
been on a more direct line via mountain tracks. This map is a composite of two 
produced by the German Administration in 1914 (arrows and title added). 
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(Besitzstonds-Korte von Upolu [cartographic]. Apia, Kaiserl. Vermessungsamt, 1914. MapColl 945.3fb/1914; Alexander Turnbull Lib.,Wgtn, N.Z. Composite/arrows added) 






















Karl Hanssen’s malaga was disguised as a business trip but seems to have been 
largely for pleasure and a break from the stress of trying to run Samoa’s largest 
eompany under the elose serutiny and regulation of the suspieious New Zealand 
wartime military administration. He travelled safari-style with a retinue of 12 in 


the party. This photo shows people at a loeation east of Apia. The young girl sit¬ 
ting at mid-left has been tentatively identified as Katherine Kohlhase, whieh sug¬ 
gests that this photo may have been taken near the Kohlhase trading store at 
Utusia, Saluafata. Martin Maass appears to be sitting on the bridge on the left. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection). 














A 



This photo and the next two appear to have been taken at the same village as a Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-ohie Collection). 

few of the girls are seen in all three. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection). 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection). 
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The Hanssen party generally slept in Samoan houses (fale). ‘Wherever I in Samoa,’ Karl wrote later. This fale tele has been decoated with palm tree 

announced my arrival, the reception house (fale tele or fale tali malo) was branches tied to the supporting poles (pou muli) in honour of the visitors, 

festively deeorated with garlands qand flowers, a eomfortable bed was pre¬ 
pared, and an opulent meal was eooked with the roast pigs that are unforgettable 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection). 














This photo looks like it was taken along the eoast east of Apia. The young man in the eoat may be interpreter Edmund Helg. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection). 






















This photo shows a view towards Falefa with a distant church 
spire visible among the trees. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


tation manager at 
Falefa, Henry Ulberg, 
poses in front of his 
home. Ulberg, bom in 
Samoa in 1873, had 
been a long time em¬ 
ployee of the DH & 
PG (26 years) when 
his boss eame ealling. 
Henry was a good 
ehoiee for self-reliant 
duties in the field; he 
had managed the 
eompany’s trading 
operation at Faga, 
Savai’i, for many 
years before. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection). 



Henry Ulberg accompanied the touring party up the falls at Falefa. The The Hanssen entourage included seven or eight porters, some Melanesian, 

Hanssen malaga was in the true Samoan tradition of a large party advanc- foreground, and some Samoans, as well as interpret¬ 
ing towards host villages with little advance notice and expecting a hospita- Edmund Helg. 

ble welcome regardless. One departure from the norm was certainly that 
they carried a plentiful supply of gifts and provisions to sweeten the arrival. 
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“We almost always travelled on foot, which 
1 ALWAYS preferred ABOVE ALL ELSE...” 



(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Some people from the Hanssen party on high country during the malaga. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Allphotos Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Karl Hanssen took DH & PG staff member Martin 
Maass along as his personal assistant. One presumes 
that Karl deemed Maass agreeable eompany in view of 
the faet that the malaga was expeeted to take weeks ra¬ 
ther than days. In the middle photo Maass sits eonfident 
and eontented in a eane ehair with a eigar in his left 
hand, the ehain of a fob wateh drooping from his shirt 
poeket and elegant braees to hold up his trousers. 



In late 1918, as the First World War was eoming to a 
elose Maass was sent into internment in New Zealand 
for some minor infraetion and from there he was de¬ 
ported to Germany in May 1919 on board the 
’Willoehra’ along with a few hundred other Germans. 
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These hillside views were probably near Falefa or Falevao. They may 
show the small segregated colony for leprosy sufferers that was built on 
steep land at Falefa, and stood there between 1912-1918. The area of 
land was called Alia and one visitor commented . .it’s very steep, you 
don’t know how these people lived.” 

The buildings were a mix of European and Samoan structures built by 
the German Administration on a piece of land called Alia, after the name 
of a nearby stream. The attendant Catholic nuns, who acted as nurses, 
reportedly had a long uphill walk to their residential quarters nearby and 
their accommodation may be the building at upper left in the photo¬ 
graphs. The photos show an unusual siting and arrangement of buildings 
and there is a good chance that they are of the leprosy treatment commu¬ 
nity, which was eventually closed and transferred to Nu’utele Island off 
Lalomanu. 

It is thought the Hanssen malaga also visited nearby Taelefaga as well. 

















The DH & PG yacht is under engine power rather than 
sail as it enters Fagaloa Bay in Eastern Upolu. It is possi¬ 
ble this photo was taken on the vessel’s return trip as it 
appears to be entering from the eastern side of the bay. 

























(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


This photo appears to have been taken at Ma’asina in Fagaloa Bay. On 
the left is the eomer of a large building, probably a ehureh. 
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Matai (chief) Tuiavi’i Agaese, of Ti’avea, on the left with his wife, family 
members and Mr Hermann Kruger, manager of the DH & PG at Satitoa, 
Aleipata, who aeeompanied the Hanssen group on the Aleipata eoast. The 


young man behind leaning forward features in a number of photos from this 
leg of the malaga and appears to have been Kruger’s assistant. 

(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Another photo of Tuiavi’i family members at Ti’avea. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
















(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Tuiavi’i Agaese was a tulafale (orator chief). Shown with his tausi (wife) on the 
left he bears the essential accessories for an orator - a fue (orator’s ceremonial 



fly whisk) on his shoulder and his to’oto’o lauga (talking stick). Tuiavi’i wears 
a siapo (tapa) lavalava. 
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other Collection: 

Tuiavi’i became well 
known in Germany in the 
1920’s when writer, Erich 
Scheurmann, who had 
visited Samoa briefly, 
published a book called, 
‘Der Papalagi,’ which 
claimed to contain the 
chiefs views and descrip¬ 
tions on life in Europe. 
However, Mr Scheur¬ 
mann’s book is now re¬ 
garded as self-written and 
a work of fiction. No evi¬ 
dence has been found to 
date that Tuiavi’i ever 
visited Europe. This pho¬ 
to appears to date from a 
few years before the 
Hanssen images were 
taken. 


(Plate 85: ‘Der Hauptlung Tuiavii 
aus Tiavea mit seiner Frau, ’ (trans. 
the chief Tuiavii from Tiavea with 
his wife), in ‘Samoa, ’ by Erich 
Scheurmann, Selbst- Verlag Erich 
Scheurmann, Horn in Baden, Ger¬ 
many, 1926). 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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This photo shows Mr Hermann Kruger and possibly malaga interpreter Edmund important position in the days when postal serviees were erueial in personal, 

Helg (or a young assistant) probably outside the DH & PG trading store at offieial and business eommunieation. 

Satitoa, Aleipata. Mr Kruger was also postmaster for the Aleipata distriet, an 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 






















Mr Kruger (black cap and holding his dog) and other unidentified people out- Post box outside, presumably the one that can be seen. The Warns family 

side Mr Kruger’s DH & PG-provided home at Satitoa which reportedly had a coconut plantation appears to be in the background. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 











Hermann Kruger gets a haireut, possibly from Edmund Helg. He was 
from Bremen and appears to have arrived in Samoa around 1904-05. He 
was posted by the DH & PG to run their Aleipata operation around Sep¬ 
tember 1909, at whieh time he was offieially designated as Postmaster 
for the distriet, a position he held until about 1916. There are no photos 
of Mrs Kruger who may have been busy looking after their adopted son 
during the Hanssen visit. 

In January 1907 Mr Kruger reportedly married Miss Johanna Sehmidt, 
who was half Samoan. In 1908, the IGiigers had a son, also Hermann, 
but tragieally he died in 1912. There is touehing and signifieant grave for 
him at Tufuiopa, in Apia, whieh shows his death was deeply felt. A year 
later, reeovering from their bereavement, Mr and Mrs Kruger were able 
to adopt a baby boy, bom in 1913, who had been fathered by fellow 
eompany staff member Karl Bunge and an Apia girl (identity unknown). 
The boy was named Friedrieh ‘Fritz’ Kmger and beeame their only 
ehild. He was also known later as Fritz Bunge Kmger. Fritz eventually 
eame to New Zealand where he married, lived and died. 

Mr and Mrs Kruger lived at Fotopa in Apia. Hermann died in 1944 at the 
age of 74. We don’t know Mrs Kriiger’s date of passing. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Father Jules Remy sits on the 
right. 

Father Remy died not too long 
after this photo was taken (in 
1916). He was a Freneh priest, 
bom in 1850, who had been in 
Samoa sinee 1883 and distin¬ 
guished himself by leading the 
eonstruetion projeet for the Apia 
Catholie Cathedral at Mulivai 
whieh was opened in 1905. He 
then served at Aleipata where he 
eoordinated the finishing toueh- 
es and embellishment of the 
large new Catholie Chureh at 
Sale’aumua whieh had been 
opened in 1899. (It has sinee 
been rebuilt). 
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A rectangular ‘afolau’ 
fale on the right, possi¬ 
bly at Sale’aumua. 
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Large, carefully maintained fale are a feature of these photos from 
the Aleipata coast. Above is a round fale tele. The lower edge of 
the thatching has been neatly trimmed. In the photo on the right 
large amounts of concrete using a coarse local mix have been used 
in the high platform for this fale afolau. 




' 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


























Dancers gather for a probable fa’afeiloaiga o malo mai Siamani — a festive 
welcome for Mr Hanssen’s touring party. The taupou maiden on the left 
wears an ornate ceremonial headpiece, a tuiga. Note the prominent use of 


the traditional Samoan siapo (tapa) cloth as part of the eostumery. The 
siapo element is not seen so mueh these days. This gathering appears to be 
in the Malaela-Satitoa area - note Namu’a Island on the left. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
















The welcoming siva (dance) begins — the sa’asa’a le taupou. Somehow, the clever 
cameraman has been able to get a high vantage point, perhaps on the roof of a house. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 














Other women from a neighbouring village, perhaps Ulutogia, appear to have joined the 
daneing. The eameraman has moved to the north and looks baek down the eoast, with 
Nu’utele Island now in view. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Mr Hanssen’s caption for the young woman on the left is not clear but could be Tiaina, 
Taupou.’ It has been kindly colourised by Mario Unger. All four photos have steep cliff 
faces behind the subject which suggests that they may have been taken in the Lalomanu 
vicinity. 
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(Both photos Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



This tulafale (orator chief) is captioned by Karl Hanssen as ‘Lopa’. He bears the orator’s tools 
of trade, a staff and ceremonial flywhisk. In addition, Lopa can be seen on the left wearing an 
’ie sina, a shaggy mat-like waist garment that was worn on important occasions, usually by 
women, up until the early 20th century. It was an arduously threaded item of great value and 
prestige made from the bast of the fau pata. ’Ie sina took an extraordinary amount of time to 
make, and knowledge of the craft has largely been lost—as has the time available for its patient 
assembly. 
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A man and a 
woman pose for the 
cameraman on a 
coastal path. This 
photo is found in the 
Aleipata part of Karl 
Hanssen’s malaga 
layout but it is 
blurry. The identical 
photo exists in the 
Walther Laussen/ 
Peter Loedel Collec¬ 
tion and is in better 
condition, hence the 
latter version has 
been used here. 


(Walther Laussen/Peter Loedel Collection/Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


I To Walk Under Palm Trees - The Germans in Samoa: The Karl Hanssen Album | Tony Brunt 

74 





















I To Walk Under Pc 

75 


The beach road and Namu’a Island (above) viewed from Satitoa. This photo appears 
to have been taken in about the vicinity of where the Aleipata wharf reclamation now 
exists. The image at right appears to have been taken from about the same spot looking 
south. 

















(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



A sea view, perhaps at dusk, from Vailoa/Ulutogia with the islands of Nu’ulua and 
Nu’utele on right. A lighter on the left was probably used for taking copra out to deeper 
water for loading on to motor boats from Apia. 
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A group of people gather on top of a rock at Cape Tapaga, 
Lalomanu. When this picture was posted on Facebook as likely 
situated in the Lalomanu area, commenters came forward to con¬ 
firm that the photo was taken at the base of Cape Tapaga and that 
the large rock was still there, though in reduced size. 
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Hermann Kruger stands with three women at a village on the Aleipata south 
eoast. The shape of the slope behind suggests that this was Saleapaga. The final 
four photos in this ehapter appear to be from the nearby village of Lotofaga. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 











(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 

Y oung women and nuns probably at the Catholie Convent sehool at Lotofaga on 
the Upolu south-east eoast. Though there would have been a similar sehool at 
Sale’aumua, whieh the Hanssen malaga passed through, a photo displayed on the 
next page indieates that this series was taken at Lotofaga. 


79 


To Walk Under Pakn Trees - The Germans in Samoa: The Karl Hanssen Album | Tony Brunt 















With a nun evident in both of these photos we make the assumption that they were taken at 
the same loeality, namely Lotofaga. The reef in the photo at left indieates that this religious 
parade was at Lotofaga, as the reef at Sale’aumua is much further out at sea. The young girls 
below, sitting in front of what appears to be a loa, a tomb, may be performing an action song, 
a ma’ulu’ulu, for the visitors. 
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We conclude this chapter with a photo that appears to show a men’s group at the 
same malae performing a welcoming po fiafia dance in honour of the Hanssen 
malaga. There is no photographic evidence to indicate that the touring party 
travelled beyond Lotofaga. 


End of chapter - to return to 
Table of Contents click this box 


Click here to go to 
chapter references 
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The Hanssen album features mueh photography of parties, 
pienies and other events and soeial gatherings in and around 
Apia. The men in the images were mainly drawn from the 
ranks of the DH & PG and in none ean Karl Hanssen be seen. 
In pasting up photos whieh show his employees and their 
wives or female eompanions enjoying themselves, often in an 
uninhibited manner, Mr Hanssen perhaps diseloses himself as 
a doeumentarian desirous of reeording frankly what went on in 
pre-war Apia soeiety but happy to be exeluded from the photo- 
graphie reeord. As Samoa’s leading businessman - and a mar¬ 
ried family man when most of this photography took plaee - he 
doubtless stood apart from the revelry of the eompany’s lower 
ranks, but was not too prudish to inelude the images in his 
photographie masterwork. For all his personal reserve, Karl 
had a worldly man’s appreeiation of human nature, and his 
seleetion of photos reveals a warmth of spirit as well as a good 
eye for a telling shot. 

These images depiet only one of the many interseeting soeial 
eireles that spun merrily in Apia in the early 1900’s, fheking 
off parties, soirees, dinners and romantie trysts. Other images 
from the Samoan photographie reeord indieate that people 
from the German eommunity and non-German eommereial 
eommunity tended to rub shoulders within their own elites and 
undertake their own earousing, but not always so. There was 
plenty of mingling at balls, eivie events and in eireles where 
eross-marriage had oeeurred. What was different about the DH 
& PG frolies, however, was the presenee of numerous single 
men. Company employees were drawn largely from the ranks 
of the unmarried in Germany, an employment bias whieh 
seems not to have been so marked in the postings for the eolo- 
nial administration where numerous eouples and families were 
ineluded. The Samoa-born Europeans or those of blended raee 
who were aetive in eommeree had a more natural milieu, free 
of this marked gender disparity, within whieh to eireulate, so- 
eialise and fall in love. 



This photo mainly shows DH & PG employees and their female eomanions, though the German Ad¬ 
ministration’s Colleetor of Customs, Mr Rudolf Berking, makes an appearanee standing on the right. 
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Mrl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 












Carl Esser, apparently, 
lying full length and 
eausing mirth in this 
pienie whieh may have 
been on the Letogo 
property of Rudolf 
Berking who sits above 
Esser. We ean date this 
photograph to pre- 
August 1911 as Chief 
Government Interpreter, 
Charles Taylor, stands at 
the baek on the left. He 
was aeeidentally killed 
on 8 August of that year 
when he fell from his 
horse. 













At least five photos were taken of this eharming pienie and we feature four 
of them on this and following pages. We have tentative identifieations for 
half of the revellers shown here: (left to right) 3rd, Hanssen nanny Theresia 


being held by Mrs Esser; next possibly Ana Maria ‘Malia’ Stowers; Max 
Neufeldt; Lina Bartley (behind); two along Werner Sasse behind; two along 
Gerhard Ihnen behind. 


I To Walk Under Palm Trees - The Germans in Samoa: The Karl Hanssen Album | Tony Brunt 

85 






















Tentative identifications (left to right) at back 2nd, Caroline Bartley; Gerhard Carl Esser, (sitting) 3rd Max Neufeldt; 5th Karl Bunge; then possibly Ana 
Ihnen; Werner Sasse; Theresia; Lina Bartley behind; Hans Komer; Mrs Esser, Mana Stowers. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
















This wonderful photo is present in the Karl Hanssen album but is not very middle appears to be Ana Maria Stowers. Standing by Mrs Esser in the white 

elear so we have taken this version, identieal and sharper, from the Sasse Earn- appears to be Caroline Bartley. Hans Komer is 2nd from the right. No other 

ily Colleetion (Werner Sasse on far right). This image was featured in the first identities are known, 
volume of “To Walk Under Palm Trees.” The young woman daneing in the 
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(Sasse Family Collection & Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 







(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Karl Hanssen’s index for his album says that these photos were 
taken at Papaloloa Falls, which is in the hills south of Apia. 
Many of those in the picnic photos are present here. Young boy 
Reinhold Lober appears, probably brought along by his aunty 
Lina Bartley who is sitting beside him. It is possible that the 
picnic photos on the preceding pages were taken in the forest 
area which surrounded the falls, which were popular for recrea¬ 
tion. 



1 







(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


4 . 3 ^^ 


Fun and music on 
board the DH & PG 
schooner, ‘Samoa,’ 
which was used for re¬ 
cruitment voyages to 
the Western Pacific 
seeking plantation 
workers. Matautu 
Point, Apia, is the land 
behind. Captain 
J.Peters is standing at 
the back with the blaek 
waistband. Behind him 
looking at the young 
woman is eompany 
worker, Mr Loedring, 
whose keen attentive¬ 
ness to female compan¬ 
ions will be more ap¬ 
parent in later photos. 
The presence of Mr 
Adolf Ohle, sitting on 
the right behind the 
banjo (?), suggests this 
photo was taken in 
1912-13. 







































DH & PG veteran, 
Mr Peter Rasmus¬ 
sen, ean be seen 
standing on the left 
with white beard. 



(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Martin Maass 
appears to be the 
man standing on the 
deck on the right. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 





























This is the first of three 
photos showing an outing by 
three men from the DH & 
PG and women friends. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 

















(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


The close-up at right shows R.Lodring paying 
careful attention to his companion whose hat 
helps preserve her personal space. No other 
identities are known. 
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“Karl had a 

WORLDLY MAN’S 
APPRECIATION OF 
HUMAN NATURE, 
AND HIS 
SELECTION 
REVEALS A 
WARMTH OF SPIRIT 
AS WELL AS A 
GOOD EYE FOR A 
TELLING SHOT.” 



(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



In this picnic photo Walther Laussen sits in the middle with his violin, with Hans Komer 2nd from the right. The woman 3rd from the left resembles Hanssen nanny Theresia. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Five Apia girls wearing makeshift party hats during a picnic. They are (left to 
right), at back Mary Swann (m. Croudace), Lizzie Tuataga (m. Street / Kruse), 
Aggie (Agnes) Swann (m. Hay-Mackenzie / Grey), in front Henrietta Schuster 
(m. Loibl), Christina Kruse (m. Bartel). Another photo from this picnic showing 



the men who were present can be seen on page 181 of the first volume of, “To 
Walk Under Palm Trees,” (eBook version). 
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(Both photos Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Lizzie Tuataga, a taupou (chiefly village maiden) of Vaiala, Apia, and also possibly 
from Poutasi, who was shown on the previous page, was the daughter of matai Tuata- 
galoa. She was not only steeped in the Fa’a Samoa, but was a busy participant in the 
social life of Apia. The photos at right (one kindly colourised by Mario Unger) show 
her wearing fancy dress, apparently a Gypsy costume, probably before attending a 
ball in town. 

Lizzie can be seen in many group photographs taken by settlers, especially Germans, 
in the 1910-1920 period. A detailed account of her wedding to an American, which 
took place in Apia in August 1919 indicates multiple ceremonies combining Europe¬ 
an formalities and great displays of Fa’a Samoa, with the presentation of fine mats. 


Siva Samoa, special performances and feasting by 500 guests. 

The “Samoanische Zeitung” newspaper commented that, “the bride is immensely 
popular, and of all the taupous in Samoa, probably the widest known. Of great per¬ 
sonal charm. Miss Tuataga combines the matchless beauty of Samoan womanhood 
with a very considerable degree of Western culture. Her father is Tuatagaloa, a highly 
respected and influential chief, the representative of one of the oldest families in 
Samoa, whose lineage is traceable in tradition through the misty past for fully eight 
hundred years.” 

Lizzie, whose full name according to some records was Elizabeth Mary Tuatagaloa, 
was bom in 1895 and married Mr Evelyn Street, of San Francisco. A son was bom to 
this union. A second marriage later followed with Mr Rudolf Kmse, of Apia. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



As explained in the opening ehapter on Karl Hanssen, the Apia Sports Club was 
formed in 1903 and was ehaired by Mr Hanssen from at least 1907. This was an 
important organisation in the eommunity life of Apia and was primarily devoted to 
horse raeing. In 1908-09 the elub deeided to move to town from raees on the 
beaeh at Matafagatele. It purehased 40 aeres (16 ha) at Matautu-uta, land whieh 
was owned by the German Administration. Mr Hanssen put up the money (an un¬ 
known amount but it must have been large) and the land was registered in his 
name but designated exelusively for elub use. The understanding was that the elub 
would gradually repay its ehairman from revenue earned at raee meetings. The 


land was eleared of bush, drained, feneed, a raeeeourse 1000m long (5 furlongs) 
was laid out and grandstands and other faeilities were built. It was a projeet of ma¬ 
jor eapital works, and mueh of the labour is bound to have been voluntary. Many 
raee meetings were held at the park in ensuing years. Not surprisingly, Mr 
Hanssen plaeed a number of photos of raee meetings in his album and we present 
a few here, together with a photo from another eolleetion on the next page. 
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This photo from the Walther Laussen / Peter Loedel Collection shows one of the Governor Wilhelm Solf, who can be seen standing at the rail 4th from the left. He 

earliest race meetings at the new course. It was named Solf Field, after the German very active in the affairs of the club prior to his departure from Samoa in 1910. 
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(Walther Laussen /Peter Loedel Collection.) 
























In this photo taken at a later date a roof has been built on the main stand. 


(Karl Hans sen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Punters line up to plaee their bets. The Apia Sports Club brought together all parts of Apia Sports Club did far more for the well-being of the eommunity in bringing eve- 
the diverse European eommunity as well as eitizens of blended raee and keen young ryone, or nearly everyone, together on the eommon ground of sport... .The turf 

Samoan joekeys. The elub was probably Samoa’s most ethnieally diverse eommuni- knows no nationality or elass distinetion, and may it so remain forever, 

ty group of any size, and a foree for unity. Prominent eitizen Charles Roberts remi¬ 
niseed in 1921 that while the horse raeing had been important, Tn my opinion, the 
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V 






(Both photos Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 








Miss Aggie Swann stands on the left with Mr Gerhard Rohlfs, who was 
Seeretary of the Apia Sports Club in the 1911-1912 period. This photo may 
have been taken at the raee meeting whieh was held on 27 July 1912. The 
identity of the other woman, who features in many photos in this ehapter, is 
not known. 
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Samoan boys seem keen to 
get involved in the action. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Karl Hanssen’s malaga to 
Savai’i in July 1915 was car¬ 
ried out with a group of 
carriers and assistants, includ¬ 
ing interpreter Edmund Helg 
and company staff member 
Walther Laussen. They also 
had with them policeman, 
Meauli, whom the government 
agent on Savai’i, Richard 
Williams, chose to accompany 
Hanssen. Meauli was an ob¬ 
server, “Williams had given me 
at my request to be an official 
witness, so to speak, to my 
correct and peaceful conduct.,” 
Hanssen wrote. The party 
almost always travelled on 
foot, “even on the wide, village 
-less stretch through the bush 
from Salaelua [nowadays 
Sala’ilua] to Palauli; only in 
quite impassable areas, such as 
from Sasina to Asau.. .then of 
course from Upolu to Savai’i, 
were motorboats used. We 
spent the night almost exclu¬ 
sively with Samoans in their 
houses, and only in exceptional 
cases at trading stations.” The 
Hanssen party appears to have 
travelled anti-clockwise around 
Savai’i, apparently up the east 
coast and round the island back 
to their embarkation point, pos¬ 
sibly at Palauli. 
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Malaga member, 
Walther Laussen, 
on the left, aeeom- 
panies young men 
gathering erops, 
probably to feed the 
touring party. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


This photo almost certainly 
shows the village of Gataivai, 
on the south coast, as it looked 
from at least the early 1900’s 
to the 1990’s. It was unusual, 
perhaps unique, in Samoa for 
the extent of its man-made 
rock walls and platforms. 

After Cyclones Ofa (Feb. 

1990) and Val pee. 1991) this 
part of Gataivai around the 
river mouth was abandoned, 
people moved further inland, 
the stone walls were removed 
and the area was left to vege¬ 
tate. Today’s village is almost 
eompletely unrecognisable 
from this striking scene, 
though photos of Gataivai 
from the 1960’s eonfirm its 
elose mateh. 

Walther Laussen sits on the 
right beside a loeal man from 
the south eoast, who features 
in other photos on the next few 
pages. He appears to have 
been a member of a family 
who were traders in the area 
for the DH&PG. 










Mr Laussen washing. A 
block of soap sits on a 
nearby rock. 



(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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The man from the Gataivai 
photo is shown here togeth¬ 
er with his wife and family. 



“In the individual districts, the respective trader 

FOR OUR FIRM ALSO HAD TO JOIN US.” 
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Three of these 
young men were 
seen in the earlier 
photo eolleeting 
erops with 
Walther Laussen. 




Si 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Several photos which show a paopao (canoe) being launched exist in the in the craft, strengthening the view that the images were from the malaga. How- 

Hanssen album in the pages dealing with the Savai’i malaga. The destination, a ever, two women are also shown in the canoe. Perhaps the touring party offered 

motorboat, lies offshore. One of the pictures appears to show Mr Laussen sitting them a lift somewhere. These photos are shown here and on the next two pages. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 































Walther Laussen appears to be shown in this photo. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



















(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


As the malaga headed north up the east eoast it passed the mueh photo¬ 
graphed lava fields left over from the eruption of Mount Matavanu between 
1905-11. These two photos show remains of struetures that may no longer 
be visible on the lava field. 
















The Safune Series 


A large number of photographs 
appear to have been taken in and 
around the distriet of Safune on 
Savai’i’s north eoast. The lagoon 
at Safune and its surrounds 
feature in many images in the 
Karl Hanssen album. A number 
of these photos are featured on 
this and the next six pages. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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A long boat or 
fautasi can be seen 
stored under cover 
beyond the Safune 
bridge. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 














(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


This may be the 
well known fresh¬ 
water spring at 
Safune called 
Mataolealelo. 


















(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Beyond the village of 
Sasina, near Safune, as 
Karl Hanssen had writ¬ 
ten, lay the forested 
wilderness and rugged 
north-west eoastline that 
stretehed around to near 
Asau, That foreed the 
touring party to take to 
their motorboat. This 
appears to be the wester¬ 
ly view along the eoast 
from near Sasina 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



The Tufutafoe Series 

We conclude the Savai’i malaga chapter with six 
photos taken at the village of Tufutafoe near the north 
west tip of Savai’i. This small, isolated village seems to 
have eaptured the imagination of the group photogra¬ 
pher, probably Laussen. It seems an unlikely choice for 
a photo essay but perhaps the ready cooperation of the 
friendly locals and the raw, remote location were ap¬ 
pealing to the cameraman. These photos are uncap¬ 
tioned in the Hanssen album but we have been able to 
‘crowd source’ the distinctive coastal topographical 
features in a post on Facebook and worked out from 
informed feedback that the location for this charming 
series is the far-flung hamlet of Tufutafoe. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



A concrete tomb or loa can be seen on top of the rocky hillock. A fautasi long boat nestles among the palm trees. The loa no longer appears to exist at this place. 


I To Walk Under Palm Trees - The Germans in Samoa: The Karl Hanssen Album | Tony Brunt 

131 












I To Walk Under Palm Trees - The Germans in Samoa: The Karl Hanssen Album | Tony Brunt 

132 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.^ 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
























(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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This photo and the previous one look to 
have been taken after the photographer 
earefully positioned the young men and 
women. 





s 
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End of chapter - to return to 
Table of Contents click here 


Click here to go to 
chapter references 
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This chapter features a number of photos of people and places that flesh out 
Karl Hanssen’s memory of Samoa but which do not fall into any specific group¬ 
ing. They generally exclude photos of people and scenes from the DH & PG, 
which will be grouped together in the next chapter. 


This peaceful perspective is a partial view of the eastern side of Apia Harbour, 
dominated by Mt Vaea on the left and the Catholic Cathedral at Mulivai on the 
right. Hanssen’s company complex on the waterfront at Sogi is well out of pic¬ 
ture to the right. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa AkI 
























(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



The Courthouse and Government annex ean be seen in this view obseured behind trees on the right but wth the German flag visible. 
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A view from the vicinity of the DH & PG operation at Sogi, looking back Ae foreground. The remains of the German navel vessel, SMS Adler, which was 

across the harbour to Matautu. The Vaisigano bridge can be seen at extreme wrecked in the cyclone of 1889 can be seen at right. These remnants were visi- 

right. Company tenders, used for carrying cargo, and sometimes people, float in Apia for nearly a century. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Ai 




















A warship from the Royal Navy (Australian Squadron), HMS Challenger, ing us to pinpoint this photo to perhaps the weekend of 22-23 July, 
can be seen at anchor. It visited Apia between 21-24 July 1911, thus allow- 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection, 















(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection, photostitch from two images.) 



This vista of Apia Harbour appears to show a reclamation in progress. It was 
taken from near Mulinu’u after 1911, as the recently built DH & PG residential 
building can be seen at extreme right. Other company buildings are also visible 
at the right, including the DH & PG wharf The Customs House can be seen at 
mid-right. This panorama is stitched together from two photos in the Hanssen 
Album. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



This photo and the one on the next page show unidentified young women. Another photo in the next chapter suggests that these images may have been taken 
at Sogi. It is possible that they show young women who worked in some capacity for the DH & PG. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 














(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


“A Samoan fale afolau 
under construction. The 
construction of the mid 
section (itu) has been 
completed by the carpen¬ 
ters and thatched by the 
family (left overhanging 
for the head tufuga 
[builder] to trim later as 
a final mark of comple¬ 
tion). The tufuga have 
begun work on the first 
of two tala (round ends). 
The faulalo (lowest of 
the curved elements) has 
been raised in place and 
will be followed by the 
fautu midway between 
the apex of the roof and 
the faulalo. A piece of 
'afa can be seen running 
between the apex and the 
faulalo, this will likely 
have knots along it 
marking the final resting 
place of each the other 
curved fau to be erected. 
Fau were made from 'ulu 
wood, and consisted of 
sections of timber with a 
hooked joint at each end, 
joined together to form a 
curve...The timbers laid 
out on the ground are 
most likely for the scaf¬ 
fold which has not been 
erected yet.” - Per Athol 
Greentree. 
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Samoan siapo (tapa cloth) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 

























(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Bridge over a stream, perhaps at a eoastal village east of Apia. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Mr Gerhard Ihnen, of the DH & 
PG, observing a eliff, possibly on 
the main eoast road east of Apia 
around. 

There are other pietures from this 
outing whieh indieate that he and a 
friend headed out east on a horse- 
drawn gig. Another photo appears 
to show him sitting on roeks at Pt 
Utumau’u just past Luatuanu’u. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Mr Ihnen apparently sitting on the rocks at Pt Utumau’u just past Luatuanu’u. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Dr Otto Glantz and 
his wife Emma (nee 
Mueller) pictured, 
presumably at their 
home in Apia in the 
1912-15 period. 

Dr Glantz (1877- 
1948) was a German 
eye surgeon who was 
appointed to service 
in Samoa by the Im¬ 
perial German Gov¬ 
ernment of Samoa. 
He was bom near 
the town of Teterow 
in the Grand Duchy 
of Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin. He had 
been a ship’s doctor 
before his arrival in 
Samoa in 1912. Dr 
Glantz and Mrs 
Glantz had a daugh¬ 
ter in Apia, 
Lieselotte, who was 
bom on 15 June 
1915. Dr Glantz 
reportedly was 
interned in New 
Zealand during the 
First World War. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Dr Glantz stands on the right hand side of the porch of his eye clinic at Apia Hospi- presumably receiving treatment for that ailment. The set-up at the hospital was quite 

tal, Moto’otua. A trachoma epidemic in Samoa had been the catalyst for the German hierarchical, with Europeans, Chinese and Samoans having their own facilities. 

Administration’s call for an eye surgeon to come to the islands. These people are 
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Recent patients sit outside the 
clinic, as Dr Glantz and nurses / 
orderlies pose for the camera¬ 
man. 

This photo exists in both the 
Karl Hanssen Album and Klink- 
miiller Family Collection, 
Auckland. The image presented 
here comes from the latter as it 
is in better shape in that private 
archive. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


The Thieme Family Series 



Dr Oskar Ferdinand 
Thieme was em¬ 
ployed as a eompany 
physieian by the DH 
& PG, arriving in 
Samoa in 1900. He 
was a popular and 
sueeessful general 
praetitioner and also 
opened his own small 
elinie as well as at¬ 
tending to eompany 
employees. Around 
1912, Dr Thieme 
married loeal woman 
Luise ‘Lizzie’ Gabriel 
and had three ehil- 
dren, Johan 
’Hans’ (b. 1913), the 
ehild on right, Fritz 
(1914) and Maria 
(1915). This photo, 
taken around 1915, is 
one of a number from 
the Karl Hanssen 
Album whieh feature 
Oskar, Luise or their 
ehildren. These 
images are featured 
in the next few pages. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



The Thieme home was built at Savalalo, Apia, by Friedrieh Stiinzner in late 
1912. Other photos indieate that at least one of the adjoining homes in this 


park-like setting near the eoast were also eommissioned by Dr Thieme, 
perhaps for eonsulting rooms. 
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The dining room in the Thieme house displays furniture that was reportedly t)e (left to right): Dr Wilhelm Grevel, Mr Walther Laussen, unknown, Mrs 

bought to fill their new home during Oskar and Luise’s months’ long honey- Thieme, unknown. Dr Thieme, unknown, 

moon in Europe and other plaees en route. The people in this photo appear to 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 












While one of the houses adjoining the Thieme house is thought to have been a elinie, 
another was reportedly owned by the Walter or Sehmalkuehen families. 
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This photo appears to show the Thieme children in about 1916. Hans, the boy was the way in those days, worked in secretarial roles. She also returned to 
in the middle, would in later life qualify in medicine in Germany and serve as Samoa with her brothers after the Second World War. The girl holding Maria 
Director of Apia Hospital for more than 20 years until 1973. Fritz stands on the "lay be their cousin, Grete Walter, who was around 16 at this time. The young 
right. He would qualify in engineering. Baby sister Maria, almost certainly the holding Hans’ hand looks like Rosy Walter. Other identities are unknown, 
baby girl being held, was also educated in Germany in the 1920’s and 30’s and. 
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Oskar Thieme, sitting front right with hands clasped, and Luise sitting behind, are 
shown with clerical staff from the Apia Office of the DH & PG probably at a week¬ 
end pienie on one of the eompany plantations. People are (left to right): at front on 
floor Werner Sasse, Dr Thieme, Walther Laussen napping, Hans Komer; sitting 
behind Luise and possibly Carl Esser; standing Gerhard Ihnen, unknown, possibly 
Max Neufeldt. Dr Thieme was able to eontinue praetising in Apia after the New 
Zealand oeeupation of 1914 but he died in November 1918 from an infeetion eon- 


traeted during an autopsy. There was eontroversy surrounding his death: he re¬ 
quested permission to travel to New Zealand for treatment but this was denied. In 
the 1920’s Luise fulfilled a promise to him to take their ehildren baek to Germany 
for edueation. They settled in Erfurt. Luise returned to Samoa in the mid-1930’s 
while the ehildren stayed on in Germany until their return to Samoa in 1950. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
































No identities are 
known for the people 
in this photo apart 
from those of Oskar 
and Luise. The loea- 
tion and oeeasion are 
unknown. Luise died 
in Apia in 1962. 
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Mr Max Maass, of the DH & PG, sits on the left with the Thiemes. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 





















This looks to be the same 
verandah as the in previous 
photo; perhaps even the 
same oeeasion. No identi¬ 
ties are known apart from 
that of Lizzie Tuataga in 
the middle. 


End of chapter - to return to 
Table of Contents click here 


Click here to go to 
chapter references 
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Photo: Besitzstands-Karte von Upolu (Apia, Kaiserl. Vermessungsamt, 1914). Map Coll 945.3fb/1914/Acc.7793, Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, N.Z. (cropped). 


The DH & PG loomed large in the 
eityseape of tum-of-the-eentury Apia 
and it is to be expeeted that the eom- 
pany’s buildings and people would 
be well represented in Karl 
Hanssen’s album. Godeffroy’s man¬ 
ager, August Unshelm, had been the 
first to aequire land at Sogi, in Apia, 
around 1857 as a base for the eompa- 
ny’s Paeifie operations. The exaet 
phasing and proeess of land purehase 
is uneertain but by the time his dy- 
namie sueeessor, Theodor Weber, 
had died in 1889, the Hamburg enter¬ 
prise owned about 500m of eoastal 
land at the western edge of the town, 
as well as large land holdings and 
plantations on Upolu. The Apia hold¬ 
ing is shown in yellow at left 
(added). A stroller from town walk¬ 
ing along the Mulinu’u Peninsula in 
the early 1900’s would have first 
eome aeross a single-storey eompany 
house for male workers and then 
transitioned into eompany utility 
buildings sueh as blaeksmith, ship¬ 
wright, warehouses and offiees, then 
the large and almost redundant eot- 
ton ginning building, and then eom¬ 
pany homes for sundry employees 
and renters. In the first few pages of 
this ehapter we will work our way 
northwards along the Sogi 
promenade showing the impressive 
extent of the town’s largest private 
eommereial land holding. 
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Godeffroys — DH 8c PG - Apia, 1860’s 


Museum am Rothenbaum, Hamburg 



“Bin Hundert Jabre Australienfabrt 1886-1986,” Otto J. Seiler, Hapag-Lloyd 



Other Collection: The photograph at left by Godeffroy Museum collector, Johann Stanislaus Kubary, is believed to have been taken during his first visit to Apia 
in 1869, 12 years after Godeffroy’s manager, August Unshelm, established the Samoa operation. It appears to be the first depiction of the company buildings at 
Sogi. An engraving based on the photo is shown at right. From the position of Mt Vaea in the distance it appears that these buildings were at the northern end of 
the site as it existed during Hanssen’s time, perhaps where the cotton ginning building and its later replacement the ‘Casino’ residential building were sited. 
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The DH 8c PG ‘Strip’ “ Apia, Early 1900’s 



Walther Laussen / Peter Loedel Collection 


Other Collection: The first DH 
& PG building a stroller from 
town would have eome aeross in 
the early 1900’s was probably 
this large, verandah-bound, 
single-storey residential building 
that was used by the eompany 
manager and unmarried eommer- 
eial staff. There are no photos of 
it in the Hanssen album but there 
are plenty in the Laussen eollee- 
tion. This residenee was built in 
the 1870’s and later extended to 
the south. The Hanssen family 
lived here before the eonstruetion 
of the new residential building in 
1911-12. 

The wharf in the foreground ap¬ 
pears to have been deeommis- 
sioned and moved about 25m 
further north perhaps around 
1908. 
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other Collection: Next 
along the strip was the 
shipwright’s building, 
then the Copra House with 
a saeks and tarpaulins 
shed out the front. 


Museum am Rothenbaum, Hamburg, Adolf Ohle Collection. 
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other Collection: A close-up photo of the copra store, with workers from the Western Pacific, and Yard Overseer, Peter Rasmussen in front. This photo 
probably dates to around 1912. Firefighting buckets hang on the outside wall and a sign in three languages warns against smoking: “Rauchen verboten. 
Smoking not allowed, Ua sa le ula tapa.” 
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Museum am Rothenbaum, Adolf Ohle Album, Hamburg 







































(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Two more stor¬ 
age sheds on the 
left followed the 
eopra store, then 
the main offiee 
building (storage 
apparently down¬ 
stairs) and on the 
right the eompa- 
ny residential 
building eomplet- 
ed in 1912 after 
the removal of 
the eotton gin¬ 
ning building. 

This photo and 
the one on the 
next page appear 
to have been tak¬ 
en during the 
weekend when 
young men, pos¬ 
sibly from 
Mulinu’u village, 
apparently passed 
through, probably 
on the way to 
town. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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other Collection: Main office building on right adjacent to the company wharf. 


Puttfarcken Family Collection 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



A horse and cart come into view in front of the DH & PG office. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



A few more metres stroll along the road brought the sightseer to the residential building for single DH & PG workers and the company manager. 
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From the western veran¬ 
dah of the company 
residential building a num¬ 
ber of houses can be seen 
stretching along the road. 
The DH & PG appears to 
have owned most of these. 
Company property 
accounted for perhaps 
another 100-200m of road¬ 
side land. 











































This view from the upstairs back verandah of the residential building looks left to kitchen. The view, with Mt Vaea in the background, takes in many company 
the covered walkway from the back of the building to what is believed to be the utility buildings stretching right back to the sea behind. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



















Premises of the eompany blaeksmith. It looks newly eonstmeted. The 
prosperity of the DH & PG, and Karl Hanssen’s eapital investments and 


eonfidenee about the future seem everywhere on hand in the eompany’s 
Sogi ‘strip.’ 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Another newly constructed facility, the company hospital at Sogi, believed to have been completed around mid-1912. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 































(Museum am Rothenbaum, Hamburg, Adolf Okie Album.) 



Other Collection: Another photo of the hospital, taken by Alfred Tattersall on 17 September 1912. 
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The magnificent residential building was commissioned by the DH & PG in 
1911 and completed in February 1912. It stood on the site now occupied by 
the Kitano Tusitala Hotel. At the official opening on 2 March 1912, Karl 


Hanssen, referred to the plans for the building having been presented to the 
company board jointly by both builder Fritz Stiinzner and architect Albert 
Schaaffhausen. It is probable that the latter had the main design input. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 









































Above: The only known photo of the grand residenee (later the Casino Hotel 
under the NZ Administration) under eonstruetion. Mr Stiinzner built the quar¬ 
ters with imported Ameriean Pine for the sum of 20,000 Marks. The DH & PG 
enforeed a 5-month maximum building period for the strueture, a remarkably 
tight timeframe whieh Stiinzner was able to meet. A sweetener in the eontraet 
promised that the DH & PG would provide, “zehn (10) sehwarze Arbeiter un- 
entgeltlieh..- “ten (10) blaek workers free of eharge” to hasten eonstruetion. 
This deseription for Melanesian workers brought in to Samoa as a labour 
souree was eommon parlanee around the turn of the eentury. 

Right: A few eelebratory drinks are in evidenee at the “Riehtfest”, the roofing 
eeremony, whieh marked an important milestone in eonstruetion. Reportedly, 
eommereial staff and eonstruetion workers were present. The topping out ad¬ 
dress was given by the foreman, presumably Fritz Stiinzner. “Blessings and 
good wishes were followed by food and (lots of) drinks,” Karl Hanssen wrote 
later. Peter Rasmussen sits on the right with, apparently, Hanssen beyond with 
hand on hip. On the left stand Messrs Rohlfs and Hamann. 


(Both photos Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection. Left photo taken from a duplicate in the Klinkmuller 
Family Collection) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



At the rear of the residential building, Walther Laussen points a eamera at Werner Sasse and mount. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


This photo was taken on the 
upstairs verandah of the resi¬ 
dential building in the eentral 
portieo. A easino existed in 
the building for the enjoy¬ 
ment of eompany staff. This 
may have been situated near¬ 
by. 

The people in this photo ap¬ 
pear to be as follows (left to 
right): Peter Ueehtritz, un¬ 
known, Gerhard Ihnen, von 
During (partly obseured), 
Max Neufeldt, possibly Cap¬ 
tain Andersen, three men 
standing: Paul Puttfareken, 
Loedring, Max Bartel, 
(sitting) Wilhelm Hagedom, 
Sehliebe, unknown 
(obseured), Adolf Eberhardt, 
Gerhard Rohlfs, unknown. 
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The photo at left eould have been taken anywhere in the world - only the Samoan ili (fan) gives it 
away. Germans Hans Komer (left) and Werner Sasse are shown relaxing on the verandah of the 
DH & PG residenee. In this fine study of two young men in semi-formal dress we get the bonus of 
a rare look at an Edwardian stiff-front evening shirt fully exposed with the jaeket removed, on Wer¬ 
ner (who is also shown below). To the modem eye this pieee of apparel looks rather fastidious. 

Hans is a little more relaxed with a pleated, soft-front shirt. A ‘boater’ straw hat, looking new, sits 
on the handrail. The two men balanee on a planter’s deekehair with extendable armrests as they 
stare aeross the front lawn to the road and beaeh. What are they looking at from this refuge of eolo- 
nial splendour? One advertisement from the period for stiff-front shirts stated that they eame, “with 
a bosom put on in sueh a way that no matter whether you sit, stand or stoop, the bosom remains 
flat, unereased and in its plaee.” 



(Both photos Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Wilhelm Holzeit 
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Gerhard Ihnen, who died in Apia in the 
1918 influenza epidemie. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman- 
Ohle Collection.) 



Apia Harbour by moonlight. 


ant 











This two-photo panorama stitched together from identical photos in both the 
Karl Hanssen Album and Klinkmuller Family Collection appears to show con¬ 
struction materials for the DH & PG residenee. The photos appear to have been 
taken from the seeond floor of the adjoining office building. A warship from the 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection & Klinkmuller Family Collection ) 



Australian squadron HMS Challenger ean be seen at anchor. It visited Apia 
between 21-24 July 1911, thus allowing us to pinpoint this photo to perhaps 
Sunday 23 July. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Peter Rasmussen: The Grand Old Man of the DH & PG 


Danish settler Peter Rasmussen 
served Godeffroys and the DH & 
PG for 47 years and his serviee to 
the eompany spanned all of its 
general managers in Samoa from 
Theodor Weber, who took up the 
reins in 1864, to Karl Hanssen, 
who relinquished his post in 
1915. Rasmussen just missed 
meeting the founding direetor in 
Samoa, August Unshelm, who 
was lost at sea in 1864. Peter vis¬ 
ited Samoa for the first time in 
1868 and would have sympa¬ 
thised with Unshelm’s sad de¬ 
mise - in a hurrieane in the Fiji 
Group - as the young Dane 
arrived in Samoa as a sailor and 
well knew the perils of the high 
seas. 

A Tattoo for Rasmussen 

Aeeording to the “Cyelopedia of 
Samoa,” of 1907, Rasmussen was 
bom in 1842 and, after sehool 
years in Aarhus, served on a Ger¬ 
man vessel until joining the 
Godeffroy barque, the “Helene” 
in 1868. He eame ashore perma¬ 
nently in Samoa in 1869 and a 
year later went trading for 
Godeffroys to the Gilbert Group 
(nowadays Kiribati / Tuvalu) 
where he stayed for five years. 
During this posting he beeame 
perhaps the first German eolonist 
in the South Seas to reeeive an 



This photo ean be dated to between 1879-81 and shows Peter Rasmussen at far right together with 
Theodor Weber, 3rd from right, and August Godeffroy, 4th from right. The man 2nd from right appears 
to be eompany staff member Jose Maria Pereira. (Photo, other collection: J.D. Hahn-Godeffroy Family Collection). 


extensive Polynesian body tattoo, 
a ehiefly rite of passage ealled a 
pe’a in nearby Samoa. 

Around 1875, Peter returned to 
Samoa and was appointed as an 
overseer at the eompany’s largest 
plantation at Mulifanua, a posi¬ 
tion he held for three years. He 
must have impressed with his 
brisk effieieney beeause in 1879 
he was appointed as overall plan¬ 
tation manager. This key role in 
the eompany’s agrieultural 
‘erown jewel’, a busy eoeonut 
palm estate of three thousand 
aeres, was probably Godeffroys 
most responsible staff position in 
Samoa outside the senior man¬ 
agement team in Apia. In 1879 
Mr Rasmussen married Caroline 
Coe in what was to be the first of 
three unions. Caroline was re¬ 
portedly the daughter of Jonas 
and Saefaolu Coe, of Apia. Two 
sons and one daughter were bom 
to this marriage, though one of 
the boys died in infaney. 

Loeal writer, George Westbrook, 
wrote bluntly of Rasmussen’s no 
-nonsense managerial style in his 
obituary for Peter in the 
“Samoanisehe Zeitung,” in Oeto- 
ber 1917. The message seemed 
to be that the powerfully built 
Dane’s years in the hard sehool 
of sailing ships had taught him to 
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Peter Rasmussen and his 
second wife, Josephine 
Yandall Rasmussen. 

Most of the Samoan 
Rasmussens (by name), a 
large family in the South 
Pacific these days, are 
descended from this 
union, as the couple’s 
only child, son George 
Arthur ‘Uati’ Rasmussen, 
went on to have 14 
children. 

(Photos, other collection: Florence 
Rasmussen Funck Collection) 




make his point with more than just words: . .woe be¬ 
tide the native or black labourer who tried to deceive 
him, as when aroused, being strong and fearless, he 
would lay about him right and left in good style.” But 
Rasmussen also had the diplomatic skills to put down 
rebellions. “If ever there was a mutiny or trouble on any 
of the plantations, Peter was always sent for to quell the 
disturbance and settle the differences. But on the whole 
he was kind to those he had charge of, and under no pre¬ 
tence would he allow them to be molested or interfered 
with and was always a man of his word.” 


Mr Rasmussen’s Sternest Test 

Westbrook described one occasion when Rasmussen’s 
powers of mediation were tested to the limit (this inci¬ 
dent can be dated to between 1882-86 or 1889 when 
German Consul, Oskar Stuebel, was in Apia). “On one 
occasion the body of a black boy [the description given 
to Melanesian workers brought in from the Western 
Pacific] was found in a decomposed state in the hollow 
trunk of a tree, and shortly afterwards it was discovered 
that he had been murdered by a Samoan. The black boys 


wanted there and then to attack the Samoans. Peter man¬ 
aged to quieten them by assuring them that justice would 
be done, and the murderer would be hanged. The body 
was exhumed, and a bullet was found which had pierced 
the heart and landed in the intestines. The murderer was 
arrested and tried by the magistrate Mr Kelsall, and con¬ 
demned to death. 

“Peter heard a rumour that the sentence would not be 
carried out, came to town and saw Mr Kelsall, who he 
found busy making a hood to put over the prisoner’s 
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head at the exeeution. Kelsall assured him 
that the exeeution would take plaee, and drew 
Rasmussen’s attention to the work that he 
was engaged on. Peter returned to Mulifanua 
and re-assured his blaekboys that justiee 
would be done. On the day appointed, aeeord- 
ing to his promise, he marehed his blaek 
labourers to Apia to witness the exeeution 
[this seems unlikely as it would be an all-day 
walk-T.B.]. Kelsall assured him that there 
would be no hiteh. 

A Last Minute Reprieve 

“At the appointed time the murderer was led 
out and mounted the seaffold. He eertainly 
did not look like a eriminal lead out for exe¬ 
eution, as he was dressed in Samoan fine 
mats, oiled, a wreath of flowers round his 
neek, an hibiseus blossom behind his ears, 
and far from looking down hearted appeared 
to take the whole matter as a joke. Both Ras¬ 
mussen and Kelsall were surprised, and more 
so, as the man was reprieved at the last 
moment, reeeiving a very light sentenee in¬ 
deed. 

“Rasmussen looked upon this ineident and the 
getting the angry boys baek to Mulifanua as 
the most anxious time of his life, as he him¬ 
self had given his word that the murderer 
would reeeive the full penalty of his erime. 
“What really happened was this, the real man¬ 
ager of the German firm, Mr Theodore 
Weber, was away at the time and Mr 
Treskow, who was the manager in the Tongan 
Islands, had taken his plaee for the few 
months he would be absent. Dr Stuebel was 
the German Consul. The Samoan relations of 



Peter Rasmussen is shown in this photo sharing a drink with the manager and overseers of the eompany’s Vailele Planta¬ 
tion, just east of Apia, around 1900-01. He sits 3rd from the right just beside plantation manager, Kurt Hufnagel, 2nd from 
the right. (Photo, other collection: Hufnagel-Betham Family Collection) 
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the murderer, in eonjunetion with some of the 
Chiefs, eame along with presents and fine 
mats, and humbled themselves to the Consul 
and aeting manager of the German firm, pray¬ 
ing that the life of their eountryman be 
spared, at the same time hinting that if the 
sentenee was earried out, possibly there 
would be bloodshed and disaster, ete, whieh 
no doubt was the eause of the reprieve.” 

A Second & Third Marriage 

During his later years at Mulifanua (a posting 
whieh lasted 12 years until 1891), Rasmussen 
remarried. His new wife was Josephine 
(‘Sose’) Yandall, daughter of Fata Fa'ata'alili, 
a man of Afega, and Tualagi Yandall. One 
ehild was bom to this union, George Arthur 
(‘Uati’) Rasmussen whose birth date was 10 
June, 1887, in Apia. This marriage ended in 
divoree in 1889. Shortly before Peter took up 
a new eompany posting to Wallis Island he 
remarried a mueh younger woman. Miss 
Isabella Patterson, about whom few details 
are known. There were apparently no ehildren 
from this final marriage. 

Peter and Isabella returned to Apia in 1895 
when Peter took up a senior role as inspeetor 
for the DH & PG, a position whieh appears to 
have involved broad oversight of plantations 
and eompany faeilities. This position then 
devolved into a more limited role as Yard 
Overseer at Sogi. As the next ehapter will 
show, Rasmussen appears to have been the 
resident expert on dealing with the workers 
from the Western Paeifie and almost eertainly 
eommunieated well in Paeifie Pidgin. His 
serviees in briefing new arrivals on eompany 
praetiees and expeetations eontinued right up 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Peter Rasmussen relaxing with eo-workers from the DH & PG around a tanoa (mixing bowl) of ‘ava, the drink having been 
squeezed fresh by the young woman. This photo is from the 1910-14 period and looks to be on the seashore at Sogi. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


to his retirement, at which time there were 600 of 
these young men (and a few women) in the employ 
of the DH & PG. In 1915, at the age of 73, the com¬ 
pany’s most seasoned employee retired after nearly 
half a century of service. He continued to reside at 
the home that had been built for him at Sogi 
(pictured at left), just north of the company’s stately 
residential building. 

Peter Rasmussen had developed a taste for the local 
brew, ‘ava, as shown on the previous page. This pre 
-eminent Samoan social lubricant appears to have 
smoothed the way for friendly relations between 
him and the New Zealand troops after their occupa¬ 
tion of Samoa in 1914. Westbrook notes that Ras¬ 
mussen’s popularity with the kiwis was enhanced by 
friendly sessions around a tanoa, spinning yarns 
about the old days. 

Peter’s funeral took place on 12 October 1917, one 
day after his death from “a long and painful illness.” 
His burial was an event “attended by nearly all the 
white population of Apia.” Mr Rasmussen’s grave 
is at the cemetery at Tufuiopa, in the heart of current 
day Apia. His marble obelisk still stands tall and 
strong, in the manner of the man it commemorates. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Blessed Are the meek: 

The Last Melanesian Workers Arrive in Apia, 1913 
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The Karl Hanssen Album is unique in providing a pho- 
tographie insight into the arrival in Samoa of workers 
from the Western Paeifie. No other photo eolleetion 
appears to ehroniele the day of a worker disembarka¬ 
tion and deployment. The Hanssen Album gives us a 
good pieture of the berthing of the sailing ship in Apia, 
and the men assembling at Sogi prior to transport to 
one of the three large DH & PG plantations. These 
photos are displayed in the next few pages. They are 
rather poignant images of the unassuming islanders of 
Melanesian ethnieity who were the baekbone of the 
eompany workforee for nearly half a eentury. 

The last three reeruitment voyages to the Bismarek 
Arehipelago (now part of Papua New Guinea) and the 
Solomon Islands appear to have arrived in Apia in July 
1911, and January and September 1913. It is thought 
that the photos shown here were from the final voyage. 
Someone with a sense of ‘history passing’ grabbed a 
eamera that day and earefully positioned himself to 
reeord this eoneluding eompany ritual. 

The sehooner, ‘Samoa’ is shown on the previous page 
having just berthed in Apia on the sunny Saturday 
morning of 27 September, 1913. Crew members and 
reeruits are all on deek to enjoy the oeeasion. 

Captain J. Peters (top right) was the skipper of the 
‘Samoa’ on the final reeruitment trips. He knew the 
Western Paeifie well, having earlier apparently been a 
ship’s master for the Hemsheim Company, who domi¬ 
nated the eopra trade in the west. DH & PG paramedie 
Reinhold Hofmann (at bottom) was in eharge of the 
reeruits during the journey. Most of the men reeruited 
on this oeeasion eame from the Solomon Islands. The 
‘Samoa’ was, despite its name, possibly a eharter ves¬ 
sel as there is no indieation that it was among eompany 
assets seized as war reparations. 



(Karl Hanssen 
Album, Gesa 
Akkerman-Ohle 
Collection.) 


Captain Peters 



Reinhold 

Hofmann 


Other Collection: 
Alfred Schultz 
Album, Kronfeld 
Parr Family 
Collection 










(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



The tightly packed lighter bearing the men from the ship arrives alongside the DH & PG wharf at Sogi. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



In this photo the cameraman has stepped into the lighter and turned back to capture the men climbing on to the wharf. 
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DH & PG veteran Peter Rasmussen stands in the centre as the men are sorted out. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 

















(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


At the plantations the male 
workers lived in large open 
barraeks with eorrugated iron 
roofs, as shown here, one for 
married men and one for single 
men. A small number of wom¬ 
en eame during the reeruitment 
years. 

Sadly, many of these men are 
likely to have died during the 
1918 influenza epidemie. Of 
the 600 Melanesian workers on 
the plantations at that time, at 
least 100 died. During the 
German years the men were 
not paid a eash wage but 
served on a ‘food & board’ 
basis, with the promised ineen- 
tive of returning to their homes 
in the west with a full trunk of 
tools and produets that they 
were allowed to seleet from the 
DH & PG store when their 
eontraets expired. 
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And Later... 

After the New Zealand oeeupation of Samoa in 1914 eash 
wages were introdueed for the Melanesian workers. It was 
hoped that this would provide an ineentive for them to stay and 
eontinue to work the plantations,. Most men, however, wished 
to return to their homes at the end of their eontraets. The NZ 
Administration were reportedly obstruetive in allowing and 
organising the men’s repatriation and a number were never able 
to leave Upolu. Many settled and married in Samoa. The pho¬ 
tos at right show Solomon Islanders who were workers at the 
Vaipapa plantation, near Mulifanua, performing a danee for 
visiting German eelebrity Count Felix von Luekner in 1937. In 
1952 there were reportedly 18 Melanesian immigrants from the 
reeruitment days still resident in Samoa. 


(Photos: Riethmaier Family Collection.) 


End of chapter - to return to 
Table of Contents click here 


Click here to go to 
chapter references 
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Steamer Day at Neiafu, Vava’u 


The Kingdom of Tonga is an archipelago 
comprising 169 islands that lies to the south 
-west of Samoa. It was the second largest 
theatre of operations for the DH & PG and 
there were company branches in three of the 
main island groupings, Vava’u, Ha’apai and 
Tongatapu. Around 1913-14 one or two 
visitors from the Apia office visited Tonga 
and took a camera. The result of their re¬ 
cording was a collection of excellent photos 
of high archival value from each of the 
three locations. Karl Hanssen pasted up 117 
photos from Tonga and these appear to be, 
for the most part, unique to the Hanssen 
Album. Their importance is increased by 
the fact that there was relatively little pho¬ 
tography taken in Tonga in the early 
1900’s, certainly much less than was taken 
in Samoa. 

In the final part of this book we present a 
number of the photos taken in the kingdom, 
and work our way from north to south, from 
Vava’u, to Ha’apai and to Tongatapu, a 
distance of over 200km. 

The DH & PG visitors appear to have 
arrived at the Port of Refuge, Neiafu, in the 
Vava’u Group, on board the Union Steam 
Ship Company ship, ‘Matua,’ shown in the 
photo at right. The vessel was on its month¬ 
ly cycle from Auckland, to Fiji, to Apia 
then to a few ports in Tonga. 



(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


This photo shows the DH&PG wharf and storage sheds, with the large manager’s house 
above. The manager at the time, Mr Alfred Sehultz, was reputed to play his trumpet on the 
verandah as the sun went down. A man ean be seen on the verandah, perhaps Mr Sehultz. 
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This photo is taken from the verandah of the DH&PG manager’s house. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 

















I To Walk Under Palm Trees - The Germans in Samoa: The Karl Hanssen Album | Tony Brunt 

214 


(Both photos Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 




































(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


The long house at 
upper left be¬ 
longed to German 
settler Fritz 
Wolfgramm. The 
Neiafu Catholie 
Chureh ean be 
seen on the hill on 
the right. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Utulei Village at the entrance of Port of Refuge. 
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Other Collection: Alice Suisana Hunt Collection. (Alice Hunt Collection) 


A closer look at the grand Fritz Wolfgramm house at left, known at Vaha'akeli (or Va'akeli). In the 1970’s it functioned as a government rest house. It 
has since been replaced by a commercial building. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


The DH & PG visitors also 
appear to have landed at 
Niuafo’ou, Tonga’s northern¬ 
most island which sits 337km 
northwest of Vava’u. It has 
no harbour and presents a 
rocky coastline for landing 
craft. Niuafo’ou is an active 
volcano and takes the form of 
a steep-sided caldera enclos¬ 
ing a crater lake and including 
human habitation on its rim. 
The several photos from this 
visit are very important as 
there seems to be little early 
photography from this isolat¬ 
ed outpost of the kingdom. 
The photos appear to have 
been taken not too long after 
the volcanic eruption of 1912 
when there were lava flows 
on the island. 

The pictures reveal that copra 
was in production there, 
clearly a key reason for the 
Matua’s visit. In the previous 
image, sacks of copra at the 
top of the cliff are apparently 
being weighed, while in this 
photo-stitch of two separate 
images the sacks are being 
sent down the ramp to the 
shoreline. 
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The Matua not only collected 
copra but also appears to have 
dropped off a consignment of 
wood for building, as well as other 
supplies. This photo, and others 
from Tonga in later pages, indicate 
how women were heavily dressed 
in the conservative manner 
popularised by the Christian 
missionaries and their local adher¬ 
ents. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Nuiafo’ou was also famously called Tin Can Island for much of the 20^^ century 
because its rocky shore precluded the easily delivery of mail from passing ships, 
and for around 80 years from the late 1800’s into the mid-1900’s mail was 
retrieved by strong swimmers who would collect packages sealed up in a biscuit 
tin and thrown overboard from transiting vessels. The swimmers used a buoyant 
fau pole as a flotation aid. If a ship happened to pass at night it would blow its 


siren and the swimmers would go out as a group, one carrying a lamp. Back on 
shore residents would build bonfires to guide the swimmers home. Once, but only 
once, a shark attacked a swimmer. After that. Queen Salote insisted that canoes be 
used for the pick-up but this was often inconvenient and reportedly some swim¬ 
ming continued to take place. (Now the island has an airstrip). 
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In this photostitch of two images from the Hanssen Album the cameraman stands on the inhabit¬ 
ed circular rim of the island. He has turned away from the sea and points his camera at the crater 
lake of Niuafo’ou with its severely eroded islands and, possibly, rising steam. These islands were 
reportedly formed in the eruption of 1886. The crater lake is reportedly known as Fungavailahi. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Scenes from Ha’apai 

- A Cultural performance 



(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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The photos on this page and next 11 show 
mainly daneing performanees at a major gath¬ 
ering at Ha’apai from around 1913-14, proba¬ 
bly at the island of Lifuka. These photos draw 
mainly from the Hanssen Album, with a few 
added from the Klinkmiiller Family Collee- 
tion, whieh is held privately in Auekland. The 
images appear to show the same oeeasion, as 
duplieates appear in both eolleetions. 

Mr Hanssen labelled these photos, ‘Ta’alolo, 
Haabai,’ referring to a Samoan eeremonial 
parade and presentation. This major event is 
on sueh a seale that it may have been attended 
by the Tongan monareh. King George Tupou 
11 . 

Photos show men wearing hats and wielding 
elubs in a version of the Tongan war danee, 
the Kailao. Others show women sitting down 
performing the Samoan Ma’ulu’ulu. In one 
photo two men, probably German speetators 
assoeiated with the DH & PG, appear to 
approaeh female performers to donate paper 
money as a gesture of appreeiation. Men and 
women are also shown doing the Lakalaka. 

Photos are also ineluded of three young wom¬ 
en in eeremonial eostume. One of these is be¬ 
lieved to show a member of the Tongan royal 
family, Luseane, eousin of Queen Salote. 
Luseane (1900-1978) was the daughter of 
Queen Lavinia’s brother Seimisi Kalanivalu 
Fotofili. Luseane was the mother of Tongan 
royal Baron Tuita. 











(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Men performing a version of the Tongan war danee, the Kailao. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Men and women apparently performing a lakalaka 
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(Karl Hans sen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Spectators appeared to be seated on three sides of the performing dancers. 
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(Klinkmuller Family Collection.) 


I To Walk Under Palm Trees - The Germans in Samoa: The Karl Hanssen Album | Tony Brunt 

234 









This photo, probably from the day of 
the festivities, is believed to show a 
member of the Tongan royal family, 
Luseane, eousin of Queen Salote. 
Luseane (1900-1978) was the daugh¬ 
ter of Queen Lavinia’s brother 
Seimisi Kalanivalu Fotofili. Luseane 
was the mother of Tongan royal 
Baron Tuita. 


(Klinkmuller Family Collection.) 
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(Klinkmuller Family Collection.) 
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Scenes from Ha’apai 

-The Baker Sisters 



(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 





















These women were daughters 
of the Rev. Dr Shirley Walde- 
mar Baker, an important fig¬ 
ure in Tongan history and the 
monareh-appointed prime 
minister in Tonga between 
1881 and 1890. Their mother 
was Elizabeth nee Powell. 
This photo was taken at the 
Baker home, “Fakapale,” on 
the beaeh at Fanganonu, on 
the island of Fifuka, in the 
Ha’apai Group. (Fanganonu is 
part of the town of Pangai.) 

A visitor to Fifuka in 1922, 
noted that the women lived 
there, “in quiet seelusion...” 
The sisters had a number of 
other other siblings who 
either died young or emigrat¬ 
ed from Tonga but these three 
(left to right), Fillian Ku, 

Aliee and Beatriee appear - 
touehingly - to have lived 
together at Fanganonu into 
their old age and until their 
passing. The sisters had a 
strong sentimental attaehment 
to Fifuka where their father 
had died in 1903 and where 
he was interred in a monu¬ 
mental grave. 

On the previous page the 
women were photographed 
displaying their silver plate 
and ornaments, probably for 
insuranee purposes. This pro¬ 
vides a elue as to why they 
may have been visited by DH 
& PG staff on this oeeasion. 
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The Tongan woman sitting on the chair may be neighbour and helper Mrs Vaikele Pua. Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-ohie Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Ku Baker sits against a fallen coconut tree as the photographer stands on the gone from this site and its replacement is reportedly the home of the resident 

beach and looks back. The Baker home, a kitset colonial structure, has now minister for a church at Fanganonu. 
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Beatrice (b. 1864) was an assistant to her father during his 
years as Prime Minister and was a frequent visitor with the 
Tongan monareh, King George Tupou. She seems to have worn 
Calvinist blaek from around the time of the death of her father 
in 1903. During an assassination attempt on her father by reli¬ 
gious opponents in 1887, Beatriee threw herself aeross her par¬ 
ent and took several shots from an assailant’s pistol. She had 
been bedridden for five years in a slow reeovery. Not too long 
after these photos were taken Beatriee appears to have been 
eonfined to a wheelehair and she died in 1923. She edited her 
father’s memoirs, whieh were published in 1927. Beatriee also 
revised Pitman’s shorthand, a stenographie teehnique, to take 
into aeeount the distinetive qualities of the Tongan language. 



Alice Baker, bom 1861, was the oldest ehild and was around 52 years of age when these photos 
above were taken. Aliee was ealled, ‘Gauafi,’ (Tire eater’) by King George Tupou, whieh suggests a 
firm temperament. By eontrast, she appears subdued and distant, even interiorised, in these photos. 
Aliee died in 1945. 

Another sister, Ella, had married in England and had a son, while a single sister, Laura, eame to 
New Zealand, trained as a midwife and died at Pieton in 1936. A brother, Shirley, had been a sur¬ 
veyor and arehiteet in New Zealand. He too never married and died at Oamam. Sister Ella’s de- 
seendants live in Europe but there are also Baker deseendants in Tonga. Laura (bom 1869), had a 
baby boy to a Tongan man, Tautua’a, in the late 1880’s not too long before transferring to NZ. The 
son took the name Fetu’u Baker and was brought up in Tonga. Fetu’u married Lu’isa and had six 
ehildren. Thus the Baker name lives on and prospers in the Kingdom and the South Paeifie. 



(Other Collection: Photos ofVaikele, Tilila & Losa Pua, Pua Family Collection) 


Ku, at far left in this photo eomposite, was the 
youngest ehild and was bom in 1883. She was a 
nurse and midwife. Some of her home remedies are 
reportedly still used in Ha’apai. She was present in 
Nuku’alofa during the deadly 1918 influenza pan- 
demie where she worked tirelessly. Members of the 
Pua family, who lived near Ku, at Hihifo, looked af¬ 
ter her in her old age. Seeond from left in the photo is 
Mrs Vaikele Pua. Vaikele and her two daughters, 
Tilila and Losa (also pietured) eared for Ku in her 
house and then, when age and infirmity made this 
impraetieal, moved her to a house on their own prop¬ 
erty. She died in about 1955. 
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Scenes from Ha’apai 

-The Beach & Beyond, Pangai 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



This is one of several photos which show a large gathering on the shore at return of a whaling expedition. Whaling was done from the island of Lifuka and 

Pangai. It is not clear what the occasion was but it may have had to do with the accounts, spearheaded by the local Cook family. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



This wharf has long since disappeared from the Pangai seashore 
and was reportedly known as the German wharf. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Okie Collection.) 



I To Walk Under Palm Trees - The Germans in Samoa: The Karl Hanssen Album | Tony Brunt 

247 


































(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Some of these vessels were reportedly ferries that took passengers to and from Nuku'alofa, 'Eua, Vava'u, and Niuafo’ou. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Tony Brunt 




















These men are probably DH&PG plantation and shop overseers enjoying a drink on 
the seashore. Mr Henry (Heinrich) Schaaf (‘Saafi’) is sitting 2nd from the left. Mr 
Schaaf married a local woman and has many descendants in Tonga and the South 


Pacific. One of these men is likely to be German Carl Hoeft, who was with the com¬ 
pany at Pangai. Mr Hoeft was about 51 when this photo was taken so he may be the 
man sitting at right. 

(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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Klinkmuller Family Collection 



Mr Schaaf with children. 











Apart from Mr Schaaf in the front, possibly sitting beside Mr Hoeft at right, we are from the left. 

, -1 *1 1^1 1 /-.I .TT9 - ..iiiz-ii (Karl Hanssen Album, Ges a Akkerman-Okie Collection). 

able to identify Adolf Ohle, a manager for the eompany at Ha apai, at the baek 2nd 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle 
Collection.) 






This avenue of trees gives a view to the Tongan royal palace at Pangai which stood about 300m from the beach. It 
was reportedly built in 1869 by Godeffroys, the predecessor to the DH&PG, using Kauri timber from New 
Zealand. It was badly damaged in a cyclone in 1905 and fell into a state of disrepair, after which it was demolished. 
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The cameraman has entered the palace and shot this photo from the upstairs Akkerman-Ohie Collection.) 

balcony or perhaps the 3rd storey turret. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



Frances Jackson has shared this photo of the royal palace at Pangai being disman¬ 
tled in September 1919 by her great grandfather Selwyn Chatfield and his brother 
Harold Chatfield and their team of workers. Selwyn was manager of Bums Philp 
at Ha’apai. It was a grand stmcture; and such a shame that it did not survive. 


(Frances Jackson Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 


Klinkmuller Family Collection 
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A bike race in progress. 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Left) DH&PG Manager, Mr Adolf Ohle, photographed presumably in residential quarters at 
Pangai. Mr Ohle had been in Apia prior to his Tonga posting. He was sent away to Auckland 
for wartime internment in 1916. He left New Zealand in 1922 and married in Germany, spend¬ 
ing some years in Lagos, Nigeria. Mr Ohle was based in Hamburg and died in 1972. His 
Samoa/New Zealand photo album is held by the Museum am Rothenbaum, Hamburg, but un¬ 
fortunately there are few photos from Tonga. 

(Below) Two company workers, apparently from the Western Pacific, are shown from the 
same interior shoot. Official records indicate that there were four men from German New 
Guinea resident in Tonga at this time. Judging by the ages of the men below they may have 
been from among these three: August or Tuvok, aged about 27, bom New Britain, labourer, 
came to Tonga in 1909, Euo a.k.a Nello, aged about 22, labourer, bom Buka, came to Tonga in 
1911; and Mam, aged about 22, bom Buka, labourer, came to Tonga in 1911. 
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A high level view which probably shows the DH & PG compound at Pangai 


(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Klinkmuller Family Collection) 


This photo and the next five show an 
‘Uloa expedition at Ha’apai with 
many people involved. ’Uloa was the 
Tongan term for ring-fenee fishing for 
'otule (big-eye sead) using a net of 
launiu branehes from the eoeonut tree 
as the barrier to drive the fish into the 
shallows (Aeeording to Dr Augustin 
Kramer, this type of fishing in Samoa 
was known as 'Lauloa'). This praetiee 
appears to have almost died out in 
Tonga, as it has done in Samoa, 
though it is still praetised at one 
eoastal settlement in Ameriean 
Samoa. 

These photos are from the 
Klinkmuller Family Colleetion. They 
show Adolf Ohle on hand and were 
likely taken during the visit featured 
in the Karl Hanssen Album. 















(Klinkmuller Family Collection) 



mi 
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(Klinkmuller Family Collection) 


iiiLJA a JX]}? 







(Klinkmilller Family Collection) 


As the circle has 
closed during the 
expedition, dis¬ 
carded branches 
can be seen fur¬ 
ther out. Nets are 
now in evidence. 














(Klinkmuller Family Collection) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 



The next four photos were taken in Nuku’alofa, Tongatapu, the Capital of Tonga. left. He probably took a lot of the photos from Tonga. A Nuku’alofa manager for 

This photo shows DH & PG staff members relaxing on the verandah of the compa- l^e company, Mr Richard Hahn, may be one of the two men seated, 

ny premises at Vuna Rd. Mr Karl Bunge, a visitor from the Apia office, sits on the 
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Another view of the DH & PG store. Goods were moved from the nearby shore by rail, see the ^^^^rman-ohie Collection.) 

tracks on right. The gazebo-type building behind the eoeonut tree proteets a water pump. 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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(Karl Hanssen Album, Gesa Akkerman-Ohle Collection.) 
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